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OUR NEXT ISSUE 
The next publication date is 2nd September 2020  

The deadline for ALL copy is   
Monday 24th August 

PAYMENT
Invoices for advertisements appearing in the 
Roundabout will be sent monthly by the 
Roundabout Society. They may be paid via internet 
banking to: 

Kiwibank Account No. 38-9017-0529446-00 

Prompt  payment  is  a lways  apprec ia ted 

MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES 

FULL PAGE (180 x 267 mm)   $91 

HALF PAGE (180 x 132 mm)  $47 

THIRD PAGE Tall or wide(180 x 88 mm)  $36 

QUARTER PAGE (89 x 132 mm) $29 

COVER ADVERT (89 x 54 mm)  $27 

SIXTH PAGE (89 x 88 mm) $23 

CLASSIFIED (Up to five lines) $10 

CLASSIFIED (Each additional line)   $2 

August 2020 Vol 55/6 Contact Phone No: 817-4658 

MANAGING COMMITTEE FOR THE ROUNDABOUT 

Chairman: Graeme Booth  Treasurer: Doreen Sunman 
Secretary: Anya  Veryaskina    Accounts: Gina Towl 
Coordinator: Michael Allen   Printer: Neil Thomas 
Adver sing: Keith Towl Produc on:  Kevin Gill 
Circula on & Deliveries: Corrinne Thomas  022 319 3995 

LETTERS AND ARTICLES FOR PUBLISHING 

Before any le er or ar cle can be printed, the Management 
Commi ee for the Roundabout must have the writer’s full 
address and contact details. Only the author’s name may be 
published. Anonymous ar cles or those with just pseudonyms 
will not be published. 

COPYRIGHT 

All Roundabout material is copyright. Items may be 
reproduced provided that the source is acknowledged 
and the author’s permission obtained. 

EDITORIAL RIGHTS 

The ar cles, le ers and adver sements appearing in this 
magazine do not necessarily represent the opinion of the 
Management Commi ee for the Roundabout or their 
helpers, or the commi ees that they represent. Whilst 
every endeavour is made to print the truth, the 
Management Commi ee for the Roundabout can 
accept no responsibility for any printed ar cle or 
adver sement printed herein. The responsibility for each 
ar cle or adver sement remains with the group, or 
person, or persons who submi ed them for publica on. 
As with all newspapers and magazines, we reserve the 
right to edit where necessary. This is to protect 

ourselves and you, the contributor, from any ac on that 
could be taken, and to keep the tone of our publica on 
high. Edi ng is done by the Roundabout produc on 
team. All poli cal adverts will be reviewed by the Editorial 
Commi ee. Adver sers should be aware that the liability 
of the Roundabout Management Commi ee for any 
errors of omission or commission is limited to the refund 
of any money which the adver ser may have paid for the 
appearance of the offending adver sement in any issue 
of the Roundabout 

ADVERTISING ARTWORK AND/OR ARTICLES 

We prefer to have artwork and ar cles submi ed 
electronically wherever possible. to 
theroundabout.editorial@gmail.com. Including 
the word ‘copy’ somewhere in the subject line ensures 
that your material goes into the current copy folder and 
avoids accidental loss. It also helps to have contact 
details for invoicing and to handle any problems that 
may arise. Common formats including *.docx, *.pdf , 
*.jpg and *.png files are favoured. 

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION 

The Roundabout is delivered door-to-door, free of 
charge by volunteers in the immediate Laingholm, 
Parau, Cornwallis and Huia areas. We are happy to mail 
copies outside the free delivery area at a cost of $30 for 
ten issues (March to December). However, the latest 
issues can be found at <theroundabout.org.nz> 
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HUIA HOTSPOT 
HUIA VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE 

Contact us for any enquiries - Fire Station Ph: 8118885 leave a message and we’ll be sure to contact you. 
In an emergency dial 111 

Tree fire at Cornwallis Wharf 

On Sunday 5th July at about 6.05am, we were 
called to a tree on fire at Cornwallis Wharf. 
The pohutukawa tree had a deep-seated fire in the 
trunk with many cavi es deep in the base to which 

the fire had spread. 

Ini ally, water was used from Huia’s appliance, 
topped up by Laingholm, to supply the two hoses 
being used on the fire. With the incoming de we 
were able to use our portable floa ng pump to 
supply water direct from the de. 

Once the majority of the fire was ex nguished the 
Laingholm appliance was released and Huia 
remained for a further 4 hours. 
The Council was no fied, and an arborist 
requested to ensure minimal invasive work was 
carried out to allow us to access and ex nguish the 
fire. 

In total, it took us over 5 hours to ex nguish the 
deep-seated fire. 
It is unknown as to how much damage the fire has 
caused but it is hopeful the iconic tree will survive. 

Trees blocking 

On Wednesday 8th July after some rough weather 
we were called to a tree down on top of a car 
blocking driveway. Our chainsaw qualified 
personnel made good use of their skills and 
removed the tree from the car and driveway. 
While returning to the station we put the chainsaw 
to use again clearing another downed tree from 
another driveway. 



The Roundabout Volume 55/6 August 2020 - 7 - 



- 8 - Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society 

EASY RECIPES 
FROM ADRIENNE PEEK 

CHICKEN MAYO 

Dip chicken pieces in about ½ cup of mayonnaise then 
coat with panko breadcrumbs. Fry or bake until cooked.

MUSTARD CHICKEN

Season chicken pieces with salt and pepper and coat with 
whatever mustard you have. Crush about 1 ½ 
tablespoons of walnuts and coat the chicken. Fry or bake 
until cooked.   

SLOW COOKED PULLED PORK 

Pork Roast
2 cans chopped Tomatoes 
100-grams Chipotle Peppers or less depending on your 
taste 
1 tablespoon ground Cumin 
Salt and Pepper to taste

Season Pork. Mix all the other ingredients and put in the 
crockpot and cook for 6 hours on high or 9-10 hours on 
low. Will keep for a week or you can freeze it. Serve meat 
with juices from cooking. 

CUSTARD SQUARES 

Take two ready rolled sheets of pastry and roll out to double their size, so very thin. I tend to 
pull the pastry out rather than roll. Prick with a fork all over and bake 10-12 minutes at 200 
degrees. 

CUSTARD
4 tablespoons Custard Powder    
2 tablespoons Icing Sugar 
600 ml Milk 
1 teaspoon Vanilla Essence 

Mix custard powder and icing sugar with a 
little milk. Heat the remaining milk and 
when boiling stir in the custard mix and stir 
until thick. Cool and place between the 2 
pastry sheets which have been cooled also. 

ICING
¾ cup Icing Sugar 
1 tablespoon Boiling Water  
1 teaspoon Vanilla Essence 

Mix together and spread on the top layer of the pastry. Put in the fridge to set then cut into 
slices.  
A visit to Catalina Café, Hobsonville inspired me to make this as I have never made it before.
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Your local church’s building 
project is well underway.  After 
years of planning, praying and 
fundraising, this community 
facility is a becoming a reality. 

Once completed later this year, 
there will be a brand new 
space for use by the church 
members and the wider 
community. This is the new 
building adjacent to  
Victory Road.        →

Attached to the existing auditorium ←   will be a full commercial 
kitchen, toilets, entrance and 
storage space.  As your local church 
we have long wanted to have 
facilities that better enable us to 
serve the community.  That dream 
is fast becoming a reality.  If you 
would like to know more or would 
be able to support this project 
please contact Simon Radford 
(pastor) on 021 0408419 or 
simon@laingholmbaptist.org.

Laingholm Baptist Church is building
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Kia ora and gidday fishos, how can it be August already. It's gobsmacking how fast time goes especially as you 
get older. All the more reason to get in as much fishing as you can before you croak. 

It's been a funny season since the lockdown ended and fishing news is patchy, ranging from great if you can 
get out into the big wide Tasman to absolutely lousy if you are a little old lady in a tinnie fishing the environs 
of Cornwallis. Three trips out and NOT A BITE! However a trip out over to the Purakau Channel and nine good-
sized gurnard and nine kahawhai in two hours. A good day's fishing fair warms the cockles of your heart, doesn't 
it. 

Was yarning with an old fishing mate recently about berley and he reckions it can work for and against you 
depending what's in it. He reckons the minute you put your berley bag down. it's like a magnet to the fish. But 
if it's chunky berley that they can pull right through the mesh of the bag, then they'll feed on that and ignore 
your baits. So what's needed in the berley is something really fine like bran, mixed with something nice and 
smelly like blood and bone or tuna oil etc. Freeze the mixture and it then slowly disperses, making a good berley 
trail that the fish can't gorge on. His theory was proven on the last fishing trip. We chucked the berley bag over 
at low tide (it was mainly scallop frills and pillie heads) and we never got another bite. When we got it in it was 
obvious the fish had been pulling the berley out of the bag – it's certainly worth thinking about. 

The full moon is not a good time to fish. Fish are hungrier during a spring tide and just before a storm breaks 
and they won't feed for up to 24 hours after a storm. If barometric pressure is rising then the fishing will be 
better. The Maori fishing calendar is quite long and complex so refer to your smart phones for details. 

Was flicking through an old fishing mag on fishing from boats and it was full of handy hints, including how to 
deal with sea sickness! Anyone who has suffered it knows it is like a near-death experience. So why does it 
happen and how to avoid it. Well apparently we have these boney cavities in the ears full of hairs and when 
these hairs get upset by the fluid sloshing about in the cavities they send nasty messages to your brain telling 
you to feel sick. So there you are – hanging your head over the side of the boat making a great berley trail for 
the fish and wishing you were dead. So, how to stop from getting into this awful states? Do not have a big fried 
brekkie and avoid coffee! Instead have dry toast and grapefruit. Antidotes include ginger ale, chicken broth and 
chewing gum. Sit near the stern, keep your eyes on the horizon and if you get a tangle try to unravel it without 
looking down. Failing all this, go to the chemist and pay a helluva price for sea-leg pills or stay home and weed 
the garden. 

Got a book recently on trivia with a nautical theme. Did you know a blue whale's tongue weighs morer than an 
elephant's? Ah! But is this an adult blue whale and a baby elephant? Sharks are immune to cancer – how did 
they work that one out? – and goldfish can retain memories for three months! It would be interesting to see the 
research on this. However there were one or two you could prove for yourself such as you can't hum while 
holding your nose – try it. 

On that profound note it must be joke time. 

Fishos got their sandwiches out. What you got Fred, asks his mate. “Pressed tongue”, he said. “Yuk”, says his 
mate, “I'd never eat anything from a beast's mouth. I've got hard boiled eggs”. 

On his wedding night fisho says to his beloved that his love for her was so great he'd climb the highest mountain, 
swim the longest river and walk the widest desert. She divorced him – he was never home. 

Kid asked his teacher “Do you think it's wrong to punish someone for something they haven't done?”. 
“Certainly!”, said the teacher. “Good”, said the kid, “I haven't done my homework!” 

C r  - W n . 
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At last month’s Waitakere Ranges 
Local Board Business Meeting 
board members unanimously 
voted to open board workshops so 
members of the public can 
observe proceedings. Michelle 
Clayton and I worked hard 
advocating for this change, and by 
the time members actually got to 
voting through the resolution it 
was a bit of a non-event. I think all 
board members had become, to 
differing degrees, frustrated with 
Council's unnecessary 
secretiveness, which seemed to 
get worse by the month. In the end 
all board members had input into 
the wording of the 
resolution proposed by 
Michelle and me, and we 
also accepted that in four 
months we will review 
how workshops are 
functioning after these 
changes.
For me the benefits of 
opening workshops to 
public observation are 
twofold, of course the first 
is to demonstrate 
transparency and 
democracy at work, but as 
importantly for me is to 
pressure Auckland 
Council bureaucracy into 
b l a c k - a n d - w h i t e 
transparency regarding 
what documentation we 
can discussed publicly and 
which should truly be 
confidential. In 2019 the 
NZ Office of the 
Ombudsman published a 55-page 
guide to ‘Processing Requests and 
Conducting Meetings’. This was in 
response to increasing numbers of 
complaints regarding public 
agencies use of workshops. In this 
document the Ombudsman states:
People have high expectations 
that local government agencies 
will conduct their business in an 
open and transparent manner, and 
they are likely to be suspicious and 
unhappy if agencies make 
excessive use of closed workshops 
to discuss issues.
Michelle and I thank Chair Greg 
Presland, Deputy Chair Saffron 
Toms, Sandra Coney and Mark 
Allen for supporting our initiative: 

Without that support it couldn’t 
have happened.

On a similar theme Auckland 
Council (as opposed to the local 
board) also needs to review their 
lack of transparency. Council’s 
Emergency Budget consultation 
flushed more than financial truths 
to the surface. Our Waitakere 
Ranges Local Board area received 
1277 public submissions, but 
Council identifies 226 as being pro 
forma submissions. A ‘pro forma 
submission’ is where an 
organisation or affiliation of 
people have produced a generic 

submission and encouraged their 
members to individually sign and 
submit a copy or similar wording. 
Council counts these types of 
submissions as one. So, 214 
people who sent in submissions 
associated with Auckland 
Ratepayers Alliance and 12 
associated with Generation Zero 
are counted as 2. This helps 
explain why the numbers in each 
section of the pie chart only equal 
979, but still leaves 72 submissions 
unaccounted for. This situation is 
explained by Council's Colmar 
Brunton supplementary survey, 
which is far clearer in its 
methodology. This survey 
collected a separate 200 

submissions from our Waitakere 
area, which are labelled as the 
Unweighted Base, but the 
percentage of support for each 
Rate increase has been calculated 
from a Base of only 131. I asked if 
that meant 69 submissions had 
been discarded, the answer was 
"no they just haven't been counted 
as a full submission" because of 
their weighting, which is done to 
align them with the community 
demographics. I’m sure many of 
you know what I’m about to 
explain but it was all news to me. If 
demographic-X is 40% of the 
population, but 80% of 

submissions came from 
that demographic, then 
submissions from people 
within demographic -X 
were weighted as .5 
(meaning 2 submissions 
are counted as 1) thus 
bringing them statistically 
in line with their level of 
representation within the 
community. I’m unclear 
how weighting is 
calculated for submissions 
deemed as 
underrepresenting the 
demographic which they 
fit, but obviously they are 
either positively weighted 
as more than one 
submission, or submissions 
from the oversubscribed 
demographic are down 
weighted even further. To 
make matters even more 
foggy Council’s calculation 

involved 5 demographics Age, 
Gender, Ethnicity, local board size 
and household Income/size. 
Anyway, the effort that 69 people 
from Waitakere Ranges put into 
participating in the Colmar 
Brunton survey has been lost 
somewhere in a room full of 
smoke and mirrors. Thus, Council’s 
calculation of public support for 
each of the two Rate increase 
options is based on only 70% of 
participants feedback. 
This is not transparent let alone 
democratic, moreover it smells of 
bureaucratic manipulation to get 
the results Council wants. What 
ever council manages ends up 
unnecessarily complicated. 
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Join us for fun, games, art and crafts,  
baking and creating, sports and more. 

We have some great trips planned, don’t miss out. 
We are a MSD Approved Provider  

and WINZ subsidies are available to eligible families. 
Standard Programme Hours, 9-3pm.  

Before and after care is available. 

Please visit www.titirangihouse.co.nz ring 817 7448  
or emailadmin@titirangihouse.co.nz.  

We would love to hear from you.
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As of midnight, Monday, 8th June,  
Alert Level 1 was implemented throughout New Zealand. 

https://covid19.govt.nz 

As of 25th June, the World Health Organisation has recorded a total of 473,784 COVID-19 
related deaths. (This is about 0.006% of the planet’s human population). But, each day, the 
total number of deaths still keeps growing by around 500 people. 

Here in New Zealand, 22 people have died with the COVID-19 virus as a major contributory 
cause. This is less than 0.0005% of our country’s population. It would have been significantly 
greater if we had not implemented Level 3. Our timely action plus our health facilities and 
caring personnel, means that we achieved recovery rates of greater than 97% of our total 
confirmed cases. 

Our thanks go out to all who made this possible: Cleaners, health workers, carers, doctors, 
ambulance drivers, sanitisers, nurses and many, many,more 

Alert Level 1 – Prepare 

The disease is contained within New Zealand, but there is still uncontrolled 
COVID-19 overseas. There could still be isolated household transmission 
within New Zealand  

The Golden Rules for life at Alert Level 1 
1.  If you’re sick, stay home. Don’t go to work or school. Don’t socialise. 
2.  If you have cold or flu symptoms call your doctor or Healthline and 
make sure you get tested. 
3.  Wash your hands. Wash your hands. Wash your hands. 
4.  Sneeze and cough into your elbow, and regularly disinfect shared 
surfaces. 
5.  If you are told by health authorities to self-isolate you must do so 
immediately. 
6.  If you’re concerned about your wellbeing, or have underlying health 
conditions, work with your GP to understand how best to stay healthy. 
7.  Keep track of where you’ve been, when and who you’ve seen to help 
contact tracing if needed. Use the NZ COVID Tracer app as a handy way of 
doing this. 
8.  Businesses should help people keep track of their movements by 
displaying the Ministry of Health QR Code for contact tracing. 
9.  Stay vigilant. There is still a global pandemic going on. People and 
businesses should be prepared to act fast to step up alert levels if we have 
to. 
10. People will have had different experiences over the last couple of 
months. Whatever you’re feeling — it’s okay. Be kind to others. Be kind to 
yourself. 
11. There are no physical distancing requirements at Alert Level 1. You 
can still play it safe by continuing to keep a distance from people you don’t 
know. Use your judgement. The more space there is between you and 
others, the harder it is for COVID-19 to spread. 
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Titirangi 
Rudolf 
Steiner 
School 
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High School, School, Kindergarten, Nursery & Playgroup; Telephone: 817 4386; 5Helios Place, Titirangi. 

e-mail: admin@titirangi.steiner.school.nz; website: www.titirangi.steiner.school.nz 

upcoming events 
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RENOVATION 
REPORT 

The Friends of Arataki are happily back into organising events for 2020. 

The first event is a soup lunch/talk on August 9th in the Lecture Room at Arataki. 
12 noon soup lunch followed by a talk by Garth Falconer who has written a book about Harry Turbott. 
Harry was one of the initial members of Friends of Arataki and is well known for designing the Arataki 
Visitor Centre. 
All welcome, donations for soup lunch would be appreciated. 

October 11th is the date set for the annual 
Friends of Arataki Free Kids Day. This year it 
will be  combined with Arataki Whanau Day, 
which couldn’t be held earlier due to 
Lockdown. 
Kids day will have all those great hands on 
events for children, including flax and clay 
craft, bush art, Bat lady, discovering water 
creatures, and holding the bugmans amazing 
creatures. There will also be fire displays and 
BBQ and cakes can be purchased on the day.  
Whanau day activities will be in the Arataki 
Centre and include cultural art and crafts and 
haka performances by local school children. 
This day will be double the fun for children. 
Please bring cash for food purchases as there 
is no eftpos available for food purchases. 
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Pest Free Laingholm 
Monthly weeding bees! 

Join us and be a weed warrior in Laingholm!

Meet at the reserve,  
12a Western Rd for 2 hours of weeding 

Sunday September 6th 

Start time —  at 1 pm 
These sessions will include water quality 

testing of the Laing Stream 

Bring food to share afterwards! 



The Roundabout Volume 55/6 August 2020 - 27 - 



- 28 - Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society 

Contact me: kevin453@gmail.com 

Well we seem to be on the winning side as far as the world is concerned regarding the Covid-19 Pandemic! 

We just need to convince these returning citizens to behave themselves, be patient and they will help all 5 
Mil of us as well! 

Yes we can and do understand their frustrations at not being able to see their sick and dying relatives before 
it’s too late. 

It’s a whole new world out there. Things are different now. 

I have been telling you for the last 6 years to be prepared! But this is not something that even I was 
thinking about. Yes, we are in the middle of Winter, where storms can happen, taking out trees, power lines, 
slips, floods, shortages of fruit & veges because of the weather, Yes we know these can happen and we can 
be somewhat prepared for it, but this pandemic thing, not on the radar. 

Yes, Civil Defence did have a plan for it but it was written so long ago and forgotten about because we had 
never had anything like this before that it took a while to find the file and understand how to action it. 

Where is your PLAN? 

The one that tells your family what to do if you can’t get home tonight? 

Where you all will go if evacuated from your home? 

Where to find provisions if access is blocked by slips? 

Who nearby needs physical/medical help? 

What will school/kindy do in an emergency? 

Remember to: 
STOP – In your mind you need to be constantly pausing and evaluating no matter the task or the 
location. 
THINK – You need to think about what you see. Identify Hazards and associated Risk (the chance 
of it going wrong) 
PLAN – Talk to others, compare notes, make a plan 
COMMUNICATE – Brief the plan and plan to brief others as they arrive. 
ACT – Execute the plan, monitor and review progress. 
As required – STOP again and then re-Think, re-Plan, Communicate & re-Act. 
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Suppliers of environmentally responsible: 

 Homes 
 Granny Flats 
 Baches 
 Sleepouts 
 Offices 

www.IQcontainerHomes.co.nz 
Show home open 10am-12pm first Saturday of  

every month. 19 Rauhuia Cres, Parau 
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St John Visit 
We were delighted to have off-duty staff from 
the St John Ambulance northern 
communications centre visit us last month. It 
gave us a chance to show them the equipment 
we carry and to learn about the challenges they 
have in their very important jobs. 
If you ever have the need to dial 111 to report an 
accident or medical event chances are you will 
be talking to one of them. They will ask you a 
number of questions and then send the 
appropriate resources to help you. In our area it's 
highly likely they will pass the call onto Fire and 
Emergency communications who will turn us 
out. We will respond and look after the patients 
until an ambulance can get to us. Often we will 
liaise with their clinical help desk and pass on 
the patient's vital signs. 
Most of the ten callouts we received last month 
were medicals. Sadly in one case the patient 
passed away despite our efforts and those of two 
St John crews. 

Flying The Flag 
Our fire station was one of the few not to have 
a flagpole erected when it was built back in 
1972. Over the years we have asked for one 

and at last we have a way 
of displaying our national 
flag on important 
occasions. We raised it for 
the visit of St John last 
month and placed it at half 
mast as a mark of respect to 
Police officer Matthew 
Hunt, who was shot dead in 
Henderson. 
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Home Fire 
Safety Visits 
Most doctors don't do house 
calls any more but we still do 
and not only for fires and other 
emergencies. Preventing fires is 
an important part of our work 
these days and as part of this 
Fire and Emergency has started 
a programme of home fire safety 
visits. 

Station Officer Matt Evans, who 
is in charge of the career staff 
daytime crew at Titirangi station 
has agreed to act as the liasion 
person for these visits in the 
Titirangi, Laingholm and Huia 
areas. He will take the details 
and pass the information on to 
the brigade covering your area, 
or will carry out the check with 
his own crew.  

For more information see the 
advert alongside . 

House fires can be deadly as 
was seen by the tragic incident 
in Christchurch last month 
where two children died 

The brigade will mark two significant milestones this year. The first will see Deputy Chief Paul 
Bolton receive a medal acknowledging 50 years of service to the brigade. Paul has served all his 
time 
at our station and grew up in the area. The second will mark 65 years since the brigade came into 
being and the opening of the first station at the corner of Victory and Kauri Point Roads. That 
happened on Labour Weekend 1955 in the picture the community was gathering for the official 
opening. This year's commemorations will take place on the last Saturday in October and we are 
planning an 
open day at 
the fire 
station as 
well. More 
details in 
later 
Roundabouts 
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Operation Possum Blitz 
Possums are classified as a pest in New Zealand 

They are destroying our forests and gardens 

and eating our birds' eggs 

Possums do not respect Alert Level 1! 

Right now, they are seeking a cosy spot to over-winter! 
Could be in your shed, garage or loft! 

Please set your Timms Trap if you have a possum on your property. 

Phone June on 817 8315 or Linda on 817 4338 for a Timms Trap 

Email: op.possumblitz@hotmail.com $40 to purchase a Timms 

Trap 

This is a voluntary project, supported by Biosecurity, Auckland Council 
and is “Open all Hours” 

OBITUARY 

For many many years, Margaret Smith 
of Laingholm Drive delivered 
Roundabouts each month.  

She moved to Crestwood Rest Home 
about six years ago, but may still be 

remembered by some in the 
community.  

Sadly, Margaret passed away 
peacefully, during the night of the  

30th July 2020  
Lisa Mason 
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GEORGE WADSWORTH & IAN JOHNSON 

Book Reviews 

Used and Rare Books , 
Travels in the book world  
by Nancy and Lawrence Goldstone
The authors decide that the competition to see 
who could buy the other the best birthday present   
was getting out of hand.  So Nancy bought 
Lawrence a copy of War and Peace. Thus began a 
three year odyssey among  book shops from New 
York to Boston Well, you have to read the book  to 
discover what they found and the characters who 
collect books of every imaginable subject. Along 
the way they learn all about what makes a book 
valuable and the eye watering prices paid for some 
editions. This is a hugely entertaining account, full 
of puckish humour and highly recommended. You 
will have to read the book to find out what 
Lawrence gave Nancy for her present. It still makes 
me chuckle. 

Te Rau O Te Huia, Maori in Te Huia by 
Bruce and Trixie Harvey
This is a beautifully presented 29 page history  on  
A4 size paper of the story of Maori in the Huia area. 
It is lavishly illustrated and a joy to own. The first 
part  entitled “The Place” describes the Huia area , 
what  Maori used the area for, what many of the 
Maori names mean, and their significance. A map 
of Maori archaeological sites illustrates how widely 
Maori enjoyed the area. The text brings the 
meaning of the Maori place names, of which we are 
all familiar, alive. The second part, “ The People “  
traces the history of Maori occupation of the area 
with special emphasis on  the Te Kawarau and Ngati 
Whatua people. There is an extract from the deed 
of settlement between Te Kawarau a Maki and the 
Crown. An addendum containing Viator’s letter to 
the New Zealander in 1860 about his travels in the 
area and a postscript of Maori in Huia today end 
the book. Every family should own a copy and it 
makes an unusual but wonderful gift. Copies can be 
purchased from the Huia Settlers Museum for 
$10.00 – so what are you waiting for?

A Long Petal of the Sea,  
By Isabel Allende (Bloomsbury, 2020)
is a historical novel encompassing a family’s 
journey from the battlefields of the Spanish Civil 
War to modern day Chile. The story follows Victor 
and his family and friends. This is a fictionalised 
story based on actual events and real-life 
characters who the author knew. It starts in Spain in 
1938 during the Civil War as the legitimately 
elected Republicans are gradually pushed back by 
General Franco’s Nationalist forces who are mainly 
backed by the military and the Catholic church and 

supported by the Fascist regimes of Nazi Germany 
and Italy. Victor has been working as a self-taught 
paramedic in the hospitals of Barcelona. Medical 
supplies are low and conditions appalling. Many of 
the local population caught up in the war escape 
over the Pyrenees to France only to be held in 
concentration camps where many died. 2,000 of 
the refugees are able to take advantage of the 
Chilean government’s offer of escape by a 
chartered ship to make their home in Chile. Victor 
enters into a marriage of convenience with his dead 
brother’s wife who has just had a baby. It is a 
struggle to be accepted in Chile but Victor is able 
to get formal qualifications as a doctor working 
horrendous hours to treat poorer people who 
cannot always access healthcare. When Salvador 
Allende’s government is overthrown in 1973 by the 
military and American government and replaced by 
the brutal dictatorship of General Pinochet, Victor 
and his family escape to Venezuela whose 
government offers safety and refuge. They are able 
to return to Chile in the late 1980’s when the 
Chilean dictatorship is itself replaced by a 
democratically elected government. This is a well-
researched and told story; the author who was 
related to Salvador Allende spent many years in 
exile in Venezuela so uses her experiences and the 
stories of refugees for this book. Pablo Neruda, the 
Nobel Prize winning poet who is still revered in 
Chile, has an involvement in the story, selecting the 
refugees escaping to Chile on the chartered ship. 
Each of the chapters are headed by a line or two of 
Neruda’s poetry. In fact, the title of the novel is one 
of his descriptions of Chile. Although I had not read 
any of Isabel Allende’s books previously (she has 
been a popular author since the 1980’s), I would 
recommend this novel which has been well 
translated from the Spanish. It provided a 
fascinating insight into an aspect of modern history 
and an understanding of the soul of Chile. Despite 
what happens, it is a homage to Chile and the 
bonds of family and sense of belonging.  

Day Walks in New Zealand,  
By Shaun Barnett (Potton & Burton) 
A guide to 100 of the best walks in New Zealand 
from easy strolls to more demanding day tramps. 
Each walk is described over 2 to 3 pages and 
includes a description including shorter or longer 
options and the degree of difficulty (most are easy 
to medium); history; great simplified maps; and 
beautiful photography. Walks locally include 
Karekare to Parahaha Valley, Te Henga (Bethells) 
Walkway, Tiritiri Matangi Island and Rangitoto 
Island (the latter 2 accessible by ferries). Ideal in this 
time where international tourism is in hibernation.
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Titirangi 
Village 

Post 
Office 

Church Titirangi 
Medical 
Centre 

WE ARE 
HERE 

We are a family centred surgery offering 
a full range of general practice services 

for you and your family. 

Open 8.00 am to 6.00 pm 
Weekdays 

Here at Green Bay Barbers we want to serve 
the community and the wider West Auckland 

catchment. 

So next time pop into Green Bay Barbers for a 
haircut for the whole family: 

Mum and Dad, Girls and Boys 
OUR HOURS ARE: 

GODLEY ROA D 

Va
rd

on
 R

oa
d 

GODLEY ROA D Local 
Liquor 

New World 
Supermarket 

WE ARE 
HERE 

Monday closed 
Tuesday to Friday: 9.30 am to 5.30 pm 

Late night Wednesday: 9.30 am to 7pm Late 
Night Thursday 9.30 am to 7pm 

Saturdays: 9.00 am to 5 pm 
Sundays:10.00 am to 4.00 pm 

PHONE 09 827 6526
Greenbaybarbers@facebook.com 
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Eva’s sailing trip 
“Oof,” I said as I dumped my heavy bag on the wet 

green grass. Room 19 was at French Bay for 

sailing; we were sailing optimists. We all sat down, 

and Andy put us into groups. I was in a group with 

Katja, Narinda, Ashley, Lucy, Neve, Jakob and 

Cisco. 

First, my group did beach games. We 

walked along the shell covered beach to 

the other end where the swings were. I 

lay in the blue barrel swing as Katja 

pushed me. It felt like I was in a crashing 

plane as I held onto a fraying rope. 

Next, we did knot tying, that was where 

we could eat morning tea. I chomped 

down on my apple as I watched the sailors, wondering about who I would sail with. 

When the time finally came, I was really pumped to be going sailing. 

I hopped into the grey optimist and grabbed the main sheet. Sofia’s dad 

pushed us out of the boat ramp, and we struggled to put the dagger 

board down. Then a gust of wind came and pushed us out towards the 

buoy and over the choppy waves. Every time we went over one, it felt 

like we were going to capsize. On our third lap, I turned around and saw 

Neve and Cisco in the cold, murky water! ‘Katja look,” Neve and Cisco capsized!’ I told 

her. ‘Really?’ she asked as she turned around to look. Sailing was really fun, and I wish I 

could do it again. The best part was when we were going fast in the optimist. By Eva 
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Lois Mould 

Michael Kelly lived alone in a small co age in  
Brooklyn (Parau). He was a remi ance man (a 
person, usually from U.K., supported, or sent 
money from home). He was known to young and 
old as Mick.  
Before coming to our district, he had been injured 
in a gold mining accident at Thames, and he lost 
the sight in one eye. He was also handicapped 
with a hernia which caused him to walk with a 
peculiar gait. To supplement his remi ance money, 
he some me did small jobs for local people.  

Mick was very popular and seldom went without 
visitors, both old and young. He was a wonderful 
entertainer, playing a great variety of tunes on his 
piccolo. He some mes obliged at local dances. 
There, you could see him, si ng in a corner, blind 
eye to the wall, his good one on the 
dancers……….thus enabling him to keep me.  
Besides him, sat a teenager, boy or girl, listening 
intently to Mick telling a wise story with a 
grotesque twist of his mouth, without missing a 
note! 

Gree ngs from the Museum Trustees We’ve made it through another month! 
The dams are filling, and Spring is on its way!  

We s ll have plenty of kindling for anyone wan ng to keep warm!  
KINDLING! ONLY $5 A BAG! 

We are open every weekend from 1.30 p.m. un l 4.00 p.m.  

Free & all w lcome! 
For further information, phone Liz 0274 762732 <lizanstey@hotmail.com> 

Venue: Kelston Community Centre, cnr Awaroa/Great North Rd. 
Non members welcome, join us for supper afterwards. 

Koha appreciated to cover hall hire. 

Waitakere Forest & Bird Winter Lecture Series
Thursday August 20th, 7.30pm.

Our traditional pre-election opportunity to hear from the candidates in our area. They 
will answer a number of pre-set questions, on their own behalf or that of their party. 

The questions will revolve around the future of our natural environment, climate 
change and how their decisions are influenced by external factors in our post-Covid 

world. Some questions will focus specifically on hot topics for our area and electorate. 

We then open it up to (written) questions from the floor, either addressed to a specific 
person or to the whole panel followed by light supper with opportunity for audience 
and candidates to mix and mingle. As this is one of the bigger “Meet the Candidates” 

meetings, we have a track record of a high number of candidates  
showing up to bid for your vote! 
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Chris Penk MP 
All Aboard!
Like the rest of Auckland, the west and northwest are suffering from a 
disconnect between population and infrastructure.  It’s a longstanding 
problem and not due to any single factor, tempting as it may be for some 
to point the finger at particular current or past players. 

Our resident numbers have grown steadily over time due to internal and external net migration, which is 
no bad thing in itself.  The problem, however, is that our infrastructure has not kept pace.  That’s sadly true 
whether we’re talking public or private transport, the cramming of teachers and kids into crowded class-
rooms or even something as vital to human existence as water. 

In my first term as a local MP I’ve made it a priority to lobby central and local government decision makers 
to get something better than what we have.  Truth be told, it’s been a frustrating and often fruitless 
exercise.  I’ve also been lobbying “my side” of the political aisle.  I simply want what’s best for this area when 
it comes to networks that allow our families to live, work and play safely.  Party politics don’t come into the 
equation when I’m asking that the west and northwest get our fair share, in other words. 

Can I strongly but respectfully recommend one thing ahead of this year’s election: all voters must assess 
the parties’ and candidates’ respective plans when it comes to key infrastructure such as roads, rail and 
schools.  And I’d also urge that everyone consider just realistic such plans might be, lest we have any more 
“light rail” or Kiwibuild false starts. 

I’ve been delighted to announce recently that my team’s infrastructure plan for the west and northwest 
includes an express busway and passenger rail to Kumeu/Huapai on the existing line.  We also remain 
committed to completing projects already in the pipeline, such as four-laning key stretches of SH16 and 
getting roundabouts at both ends of Coatesville-Riverhead Highway.  I’m most excited about using the 
train line again, though!  All aboard! 

Cheers 

Chris Penk MP

Huia Ladies Fitness Club 
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I am standing for New Zealand First 
because we need, for our 
community and our country, a 
smart and sustainable immigration 
system that does not exploit 
migrant workers but instead trains 
up skills or employs our young 
people. We must protect vital 
domestic industry and strategic 
assets from foreign control. They 
are essential services and resources 
that must be protected and preserved for future generations. I want a government that puts Kiwis first, 
through an effective and experienced team with common sense principles and policies. 

Two years ago I stood for the Waitakere Ranges Local Board in a by-election, an area now included in my 
home electorate of New Lynn where I’ve chosen to stand for Parliament. In the course of my local body 
campaign I discovered two things. 

The first is how seriously West Auckland, has been affected by an unaccountable, uncontrollable leviathan 
in the Super City bureaucracy. ACT Party’s Rodney Hide and the National Party promised us greater 
efficiency, accountability and democracy. Instead, we’ve witnessed the ironically named “Council 
Controlled” organisations like Watercare, Panuku Development and Auckland Transport who have 
forgotten what local decision making is. It is time we open the books, and build a vision for Auckland that 
is sustainable, fair and includes everyone affected in the decision making process. 

The second is how rich with opportunity and potential the people and places of West Auckland are. 
Supporting common sense projects such as extending passenger from Swanson to Helensville, and 
diverting freight to Wiri along a new Avondale-Southdown line, will unleash productivity and time wasted 
in gridlocked traffic. Almost a quarter of young people in the Whau Ward alone are not currently in 
education, training or employment. Meanwhile there is a demand for skills and WINZ is telling 
Immigration NZ that there are not Kiwis employable or trainable. Enlightened social policies like the 
Business-Linked Internship Scheme, modelled on the work of Otorohanga Mayor Dale Williams, and the 
Youth Employment Training and Education Bill championed by NZF MP and West Aucklander Darroch Ball, 
are the kind of smart, proactive interventions that can guide our young people into meaningful 
employment and rewarding lives. 

West Auckland needs an effective, experienced and pragmatic team in Parliament who can accelerate 
good policy while in Government and act as a handbrake on bad policy. A party vote for New Zealand 
First, is a vote for commonsense policies and principles that can unleash the potential of West Auckland 
and create opportunity for every generation of New Zealander.  

Julie Hague, Jo Ryder, Lenore Smith and Kathy Jeans

Waitakere Health Link & Community Waitakere. 
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Titirangi Library 

Events Titirangi Library August 2020 

Saturday 1st August 1-2pm: Amy McDaid is a local author whose book “Fake 
Baby” is a best seller at Whitcoulls, featuring 3 quirky characters and a 
uniquely Auckland se ng.  Amy will discuss her wri ng process and read 
excerpts from the book, followed by a Q and A session. Signed copies of the 
book available on the day $35 cash.   RSVP preferred for sea ng ph. 8170011

Saturday 1st August to Saturday 8th August during library opening hours: 
Curated by Jill Perro , Ti rangi Library hosts an exhibi on of 6 well-known 
local ar sts.  View art for sale at the library and collect your village amble map 
that will lead you to further art in the village shops and eateries.   Be in the 
draw to win a Jill Perro  print.  

Wednesday 5th August 11am:  Local musicians Sylvia La Trobe and Mallory Gawn 
are ‘Two Hearts’ folk and fiddle, music and song.  Join us for an informal 
relaxing music session.   

Thursday 20th August 5pm – 7pm:  Opening night of exhibi on “Masks of 
Hopeful Challenge”, works by Caroline Bensinger.  Based on mask images that 
have sprung from the unconscious.  The exhibi on runs Saturday 15th August 
to Saturday 12th September.  All works for sale, contact the ar st.  

In term three we welcome back preschool and a erschool ac vi es at Ti rangi 
Library. For under-fives we offer three programs designed to encourage early 
literacy, movement and ac ve play in a fun social environment.  

Music and movement at Rhyme me Tuesday 10.30am  

Interac ve learning at Story me Wednesday 10.00am 

Ac ve movement at Wriggle & Rhyme Friday 9.30am 

We have three a er school clubs where children can meet up and enjoy similar 
interests.  

Ukulele with Mark Monday 3.30-4.00pm. Suitable 8+ 

LEGO Club Wednesday 3.30-4.30pm  

Minecra  Club Thursday 3.30-4.30pm. Own device & Minecra  logon required.

Christine Carter 
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Question 1:  Which is the weediest city in the 
world?  (30 seconds to answer)  Auckland!  
(Although Honolulu is also a contender).  
Question 2:  Which is the weediest suburb in the 
weediest city in the world?  (30 seconds to 
answer)  Laingholm!  Other 
suburbs may contest that, 
but is that a title that a 
suburb wants?  I don’t 
think so.   
Every year there is a 
competition to find out 
New Zealand’s favourite 
bird.  It would be 
interesting to have a 
competition to find out 
what Laingholm’s most 
hated weed is.  It is 
probably the one that gives 
you the most grief on your 
section.  Ginger, perhaps?  
Jasmine?  Arundo (giant 
reed)?  Tradescantia?  
Woolly nightshade?   
On the Auckland City 
Council website, there is 
the Regional Pest 
Management Strategy document (2007-2012 
but soon to be up-dated).  There is a list there of 
containment plants – plants that must be 
removed.  Ginger and woolly nightshade are on 
that list (will someone please tell Auckland 
Transport?) and so is moth plant.  The first two 
are well established in Laingholm.  Moth plant is 
a relatively recent arrival.  If you’re not familiar 
with it, it is a vine and if the stem is broken it has 

a sticky, milky-looking sap which can be a skin 
irritant.  The flowers are white to mauve and the 
fruit look like chokos – until they burst open 
when they release hundreds of downy seeds 
which the wind will carry for miles.  Like all 

climbing pest plants, moth 
plant will overwhelm its 
host trees, killing them.  
Insects (such as butterflies) 
feeding on its flowers 
starve because their 
feeding parts get gummed 
up.  A truly nasty plant. 
If you spot moth plant on 
public land, contact 
Auckland Council (301 
0101) and refer it to bio-
security.  On your own 
land, dig it up if you can, 
put the pods in a bag and 
dispose of them in the 
rubbish bin or use 
herbicide (picloram – sold 
as Vigilant gel which can be 
painted onto the stem).  

During lockdown it was 
great to see people tidying up their sections and 
there was a queue of cars at the weed bins when 
we moved down the levels.  Keep up the good 
work Laingholmians!  Let’s lose the title of 
weediest suburb in the weediest city in the world. 

WEST AUCKLAND St JOHN HEALTH SHUTTLES RESUME

Shut down during the Covid-19 
lockdown period, West Auckland St 
John Health Shuttles have now 
resumed. This community service 
transports people from their homes to & from 
Waitakere Hospital and any other medical and 
health-related appointments in West Auckland. 
Shuttles are fitted with a wheel chair hoist thus 
enabling wheel chair passengers, or those with 
mobility issues to be transported with ease.. 

Although a free service, run by St John 
volunteer drivers, a donation is always 
appreciated to help cover operating costs 

Laingholm Local 
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CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS 

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD 

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS 
Ladies, Mens, Mending, Repairs, 40 years 

experience. 
Anything considered. 

Phone Annette 817 4505 

TRANSPORT TO MEDICAL FACILITIES 

St John West Auckland Free Health Shuttle 
(Donations welcomed to help cover costs) 

Phone 0800 925 2672 
For Waitakere Hospital or any West Auckland medical 

related appointments commencing between 9.30 am and 
1.15 pm - door to door service. 

Hospital Shuttle 
For Greenlane, Auckland and North Shore Hospitals 

Phone 0800 809 342 
Pick up and drop off at the Titirangi bus stops 

WE NEED YOUR CANS 
Your aluminium cans are useful to us 

Please put them in the bin beside the 
Laingholm Fire Station. 

The cans are recycled and the 
money raised helps to fund the 
Laingholm Fire Brigade’s 
Medical First Response Work. 

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS 

Tuesday 11am-4pm 

Wednesday 8:30am-12pm 

Saturday 9:30am-12pm 

Laingholm Baptist Church 

Op-Shop Times 

Laingholm Baptist Church 

1 Victory Road 
Sunday Service time: 10 am 

Youth: 6.45 - 9 pm, during term time. 

Pastor: Simon Radford 09-817-4323 
Youth & Children’s Pastor: 

Alison Diprose 021 141-1483 

Other Activities 

see http://www.laingholmbaptist.org/ministry/ 
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JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 

QSM, Funeral Celebrant 

WOODLANDS PARK SCHOOL HALL 
Phone 817 5140 

LOOKING FOR A SPACE TO USE? 
Beautiful facilities for hire. Laingholm 
Primary School Hall and Community 
Room are available for private or 
community group use. Community 
Room is $15 per Hour and the Hall is 
$40 per hour. 
Use of kitchen $8 per hour. 
Phone School Office 817 8874 

LAINGHOLM VILLAGE HALL 
Refurbished and refreshed after a long 
closure is now available for hire. 
For details phone 817 9175 

HUIA HALL FOR RENT 
Lovely environment, easy parking, 
reasonable rates. Accommodates 100. 
Contact: Huia Hall Managers 021 
142 0563 or Email: 
bookinghuiahall@gmail.com 

FOSTER BAY HALL FOR HIRE 
The Huia Fishing and Family Club, 
48 Foster Bay Avenue. 

HALLS FOR HIRE 

COMMUNITY NOTICES 
SERVICES 

HEALTH & WELL-BEING 

EDUCATION 

COUNSELLING 

EMERGENCY: Police, Fire, Ambulance   111 
COMMUNITY CONSTABLE  817 0040 
HENDERSON POLICE STATION  839 0600 
LAINGHOLM FIRE STATION  817 5475 
HUIA FIRE STATION  811 8885 
ELECTRICAL FAULTS 0508 832 867 
WATERCARE  442 2222 
AUCKLAND COUNCIL  301 0101 

TITIRANGI MEDICAL CENTRE 817 8069 
HEALTH NEW LYNN 827 8888 
INTEGRATED MEDICAL CENTRE  817 6772 
TITIRANGI HERBAL DISPENSARY  817 7102 
MEALS ON WHEELS  828 5812 
VILLAGE DENTAL CARE  817 8012 
TOUGHLOVE GROUP  624 4364 
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS 0508 425266 
VETERINARIAN (Andrew Pegman))  816 9018 

LAINGHOLM PRIMARY SCHOOL 817 8874 
TITIRANGI RUDOLF STEINER SCHOOL 817 4386 
LAINGHOLM KINDERGARTEN  817 4372 
LAINGHOLM PLAYCENTRE  817 3489 
LAINGHOLM BREAKFAST CLUB 021 159 4540 
WOODLANDS PARK BREAKFAST CLUB 021 159 4540 
LAINGHOLM AFTERSCHOOL CARE  390 8828 

LAINGHOLM BAPTIST CHURCH 817 4323 
CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU    0800 367 222 818 8634 

CARL HARDING 811 8672 
DAVE LAWRENCE 817 7026 
UNA RYAN, Marriage Celebrant 021 304916 
TED TURNER, (by appointment)  817 3073 
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reillyelectrical@actrix.co.nz 
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