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MANAGING COMMITTEE FOR THE ROUNDABOUT

Chairman: Graeme Booth        Treasurer:  Doreen Sunman
Secretary:  Anya  Veryaskina           Accounts: Gina Towl
Coordinator: Michael Allen           Printer:  Neil Thomas
Advertising: Keith Towl         Production:  Kevin Gill
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LETTERS AND ARTICLES FOR PUBLISHING

Before any letter or article can be printed, the Management
Committee  for  the  Roundabout must  have  the writer’s  full
address and contact details. Only the author’s name will be
published.  Anonymous  articles  or  those  with  just
pseudonyms will not be published.

COPYRIGHT

All Roundabout material  is copyright.  Items may be
reproduced  provided  that  the  source  is

EDITORIAL RIGHTS

The articles, letters and advertisements appearing in
this  magazine  do  not  necessarily  represent  the
opinion  of  the  Management  Committee  for  the
Roundabout or their helpers, or the committees that
they  represent. Whilst  every endeavour  is made  to
print the truth, the Management Committee for the
  Roundabout  can  accept  no  responsibility  for  any
printed article or advertisement printed herein. The
responsibility  for  each    article  or  advertisement

remains  with  the  group,  or  person,  or  persons  who
submitted them for publication.

As with all newspapers and magazines, we reserve the
right  to  edit  where  necessary.  This  is  to  protect
ourselves  and  you,  the  contributor,  from  any  action
that  could  be  taken,  and  to  keep  the  tone  of  our
publication  high.  Editing  is  done  by  the  Roundabout
production  team. All  political  adverts will  be  reviewed
by the Editorial Committee.

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION

The  Roundabout  is  delivered  door-to-door,  free  of  charge  by
volunteers  in  the  immediate  Laingholm,  Parau,  Cornwallis  and
Huia area. We are happy to mail copies outside the free delivery
area at a cost of $30 for ten issues (March to December).

OUR NEXT ISSUE
The next publication date is 1st May 2019

The deadline for ALL copy is Monday
22nd April

PAYMENT
Invoices for advertisements appearing in the
Roundabout will be sent monthly by the
Roundabout Society. They may be paid via
internet banking to:

Kiwibank Account No. 38-9017-0529446-00

Prompt  payment  is  always apprecia t ed

MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES

FULL PAGE (180 x 267 mm)                    $91

HALF PAGE (180 x 132 mm)                    $47

THIRD PAGE Tall or wide(180 x 88 mm)    $36

QUARTER PAGE (89 x 132 mm)              $29

COVER ADVERT (89 x 54 mm)              $27

SIXTH PAGE (89 x 88 mm)                    $23

CLASSIFIED (Up to five lines)                   $10

CLASSIFIED (Each additional line)        $2

ADVERTISING ARTWORK AND/OR ARTICLES

When preparing  these,  please maintain  a dense black
image  for  line  work.  We  prefer  to  have  artwork  and
articles submitted electronically. Please outline all fonts
where  possible  and  email  a  *.docx  or  high  resolution
  *.pdf  or  *.jpg  file  to
theroundabout.editorial@gmail.com,  including  the
word ‘copy’ somewhere in the subject line:
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Knife Sharpening Service

All types of knives and
bladed tools sharpened.

Sorry no saws
Fast and efficient service with

drop off / pick up arranged at your
convenience

Contact Simon, SGW Knives,
Parau, 0278174000
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Laingholm

and
Community Emergency Response Group

Laingholm & Districts Community
Emergency Response Group (CERG)
Laingholm & Districts Community
Emergency Response Group (CERG)

Civil Defence and Emergency Management

The idea that there is a large organization somewhere called “Civil Defence” that will be called out and rush to a
disaster scene to take care of everything from rescue to sanitation is a myth.

The Auckland Council who have the responsibility for Civil Defence and Emergency Management in Auckland have a
strategy for responding to natural disasters and other emergencies based on the principle of building community
resilience. This means that there will be an increased focus on communities putting in place their own local structures
and resources to ensure their ability be self-sufficient in an emergency.

The role of the Civil Defence authorities is to coordinate and facilitate the activities of other agencies (emergency
services, public infrastructure, welfare, military, central government etc.) based on the needs identified by local
communities. Civil Defence do not fix things themselves. Their role is to put the people with needs in touch with the
people with solutions and to set priorities where there is conflicting demand.

Local groups such as Community Resilience Groups will play a vital part in identifying the specific needs of people in
the affected areas and making the authorities aware of those needs. \Communication is vital to this process.

Local resilience groups need to be able to communicate within their community to find out what is going on and
what and where the needs are. The information they collect must be communicated back to the civil defence
authorities so they can coordinate the response organizations and get them to the places they are most needed.

In a disaster many of the communication systems we rely in daily life may be damaged or unavailable.

For example; Power may be out which means:

●   You won’t be able to charge your cell phone, tablet or laptop.

●   Desktop computers won’t work.

●   Wi-Fi Hotspots and routers won’t work

●   Land line communications which rely on powered connections (fibre optic cable, portable phones etc.) won’t work.

●   Cell sites may be damaged or overloaded. Cables may be destroyed by slips. Even if the phone systems are
operating, getting through to the person you want to talk to may be impossible due to call congestion.

Our group in Laingholm and surrounding areas have been over several years, working on many areas to enable us to
be as self-sufficient as possible before outside help is available.

What can you do?
Make a plan Emergency items

Make a plan with your friends, family and flat mates Prepare items you'll need in an emergency

Get connected

Get involved in your community ie Neighbourhood Support

Contact me: kevin453@gmail.com
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EASY AUTUMN RECIPES
FR OM AD R I ENNE PEEK

NOODLE FRITTERS

2 packets instant noodles, cooked without flavour
sachet
1 courgette or 1 cup grated pumpkin (can use a
potato peeler instead of a grater)
½ chopped onion
1 carrot, grated
2 eggs - beaten
2 tablespoons flour
2 tablespoons oil

Drain the noodles, mix in the other ingredients
except the oil and add the 2 flavour sachets from
the noodles. Heat the oil and cook tablespoons of
the mixture in the fry pan. Serve with tomato or soya sauce.

ZUCCHINI & PUMPKIN BAKE

3 cups grated zucchini and pumpkin
6 beaten eggs
1 cup tasty cheese
2/3 cup milk
1 cup flour
1 tsp baking powder
Salt and pepper to taste

Mix all the ingredients together, pour into a
greased tin and bake at 160 C for about 45
minutes. Can serve with parsley, tomatoes and
chutney.

PUMPKIN, CHILLI AND NUT PASTA

- ½ pumpkin chopped into cubes (fry in pan until
cooked with 2 tablespoons olive oil and 1 tsp sea
salt)
- 400 grams pasta (cooked)
- ¼ cup almonds, walnuts or hazelnuts or a
combination (fried with 3 crushed cloves garlic, 1
tsp butter and a little chopped chilli)
- ½ cup milk or cream

Combine pumpkin, pasta and nut mixture. Over a
low heat, add the milk or cream slowly. You can
add more chilli. Serve with parsley and parmesan
cheese.
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022 059 3687
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HUIA HOTSPOT
HUIA VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE

Contact us for any enquiries - Fire Station Ph: 8118885 leave a message and we’ll be
in touch.

Daylight Savings

Check your Smoke Alarm

This year Daylight savings ends on Sunday 7th of April
2019 at 2am (and starts back up again Sunday 29th

September 2019), so when you put your clocks back 1
hour make sure you also check your smoke alarms and

You should:
� DUST with a vacuum cleaner
� TEST by pushing (and holding for some) the

button on the outside, ensuring that it activates
the alarm and stops a few seconds later.

� REPLACE BATTERIES If your smoke alarm has a
replaceable battery, change it at least once-a-year
using a 9-volt battery and daylight savings time is
a good time to do this. Long-life photoelectric
smoke alarms will give you up to 10 years of
smoke detection without needing to replace the
batteries. The expiry date of these smoke alarm
can be found on the underside or on the side of
the alarm, so keep an eye on this to know when it’s
due for replacement.

Incorrectly located smoke alarms can cause nuisance
alarms. For optimum smoke detection, long life
photoelectric smoke alarms should be installed in every
bedroom, living area and hallway in the house. Don't
install a smoke alarm in your kitchen, bathroom or
laundry, as these rooms will be prone to false alarms.

Contact us:
� If you need a hand with installation or checking of

your smoke alarms.
� If you would like more info on smoke alarms or

the Home Fire Safety Check

Remember: ANY WORKING smoke alarm is better than
no smoke alarm or one that isn’t working!

Tsunami Public Alerting Siren

At midday on Sunday 7th April, as it does at every
change in Daylight savings, the Tsunami warning
system will go through its test process.

Test Process:
� Alert signal for 1 minute

(15 second pause)
� Evacuate signal for 1 minute

(15 second pause)
� All clear signal for 1 minute

(Test complete)

Just a reminder – For a real Warning:
Alert Signal: - dash – dash . dot .
dot (sounded for 15 minutes)
� Evacuate beaches
� Listen to radio/TV for information
� Prepare to evacuate if required

Evacuate Signal: . dot . dot . dot
(sounded in continuous bursts for 15 minutes)
� Evacuate immediately to nearest safe high

ground
� Avoid using personal transport unless essential

All Clear Signal: --------- continuous tone
� Return to premises if not affected
� Follow directions of the emergency services if

your area has been affected
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HUIA VOLUNTEER FIRE BRIGADE
Contact us for any enquiries - Fire Station Ph: 8118885 leave a message and we’ll be sure to

contact you. In an emergency dial 111

HUIA HOTSPOT….continued

Brigade
Happenings… ..
A couple of months into the
2019 year for the Brigade and
we have  been busy
maintaining our operational
skills, revalidating
qualifications, training and
completing standard testing of
our operational equipment.

Here’s a few pics…
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Lady Bette and the Murder of Mr Thynn
by N.A.Pickford
This is the true story of the marriage of Bette at the
age of fourteen and the murder of Mr Thynn, in
seventeenth century London.
The fabulously wealthy Bette, originally married at
the age of twelve, was widowed at the age of
fourteen when her seventeen year old husband,
Henry Ogle, son and heir to the Duke of Newcastle,
died. Her grandmother, who had the power to
decide who Bette would marry, wanted her to marry
a first-born prince in Europe —- no one else would
do. But Mr Thynn, with a mere ten thousand pounds
a year, ended up as her husband. How this came
about, Bette’s reaction and how Mr Thynn met his
end, are graphically portrayed in this well-
researched history. All of this is being played out
when the Catholic Charles II was on the throne and
the Protestant faction, of which Mr Thynn was a
member, was actively seeking to get rid of him. The
way aristocracy and their children lived and
behaved, and the loves of others at the other end of
the social scale are brilliantly set out. The fate of
those concerned with the murder, their speedy trial
and the way justice was delivered, make fascinating
reading.
This is a well-written, easily digestible history of the
times and manners of Reformist England.
Well worth the time to read it.

Lanterne Rouge, the Last Man in the Tour de
France
by Max Leonard
The author is a writer and amateur cyclist who has
never knowingly come first of last in anything. The
title takes its name originally from the red lantern
which hangs on the rear of a train and is now given
to the competitor who finishes last on the Tour de
France.
If you are, or have been, a cyclist or you are
interested in the Tour de France, you will enjoy the
stories of several competitors who, by accident or
cunning, have contrived to come last in the race. You
may think that it is easy to come last, but this is not
the case, especially when the last racer gets all sorts
of publicity and, more importantly for a professional
rider, more money. Sometimes, coming last does not
mean failure and writing about those who come last

and hearing their stories, we are left “to re-examine
the meaning of success, failure and the very nature
of sport”as the summary in the book says. This highly
entertaining read throws light into hidden corners of
the Tour. Once read you will watch the TV coverage
with added interest.

Scraps of Wool
compiled by Bill Colegrave
The author has gathered 93 travel writers' samples
from their writings , the scraps ," to titillate the
wanderlust in the anticipation of the unknown, and
the excitement of getting to somewhere that had
previously only been a name on a map" Every entry
is accompanied by a short note about the writer. The
"scraps" are grouped under various headings
ranging from the exotic " The skin of the
Brontosaurus" to "Alone" and to the prosaic "The
thirties and their Heritage" Some of the writers will
be very familiar and some, such as Herodotus
practically unknown. lf you want to go along on a
ride to remote areas of the world with various
characters and see how they managed and the type
of people adventurers are, you will enjoy this book.
You never know it may kindle in you a desire to get
those itchy feet moving.

Fear: Trump in the White House,
by Bob Woodward (Simon & Schuster, 2018)
By a respected journalist, this book reports on life
inside President Donald Trump’s White House and
precisely how he makes decisions on major foreign
and domestic policies. Woodward uses interviews
with first hand sources, meeting notes, personal
diaries, files and documents to show the
acrimonious debates and decision-making by the
president and his inner team. As Woodward notes
his “information comes primarily from multiple deep
background interviews with first hand sources” and
he has tapes to back his text. This would be the best
book to read if you are wanting something on the
Trump presidency – most other volumes have come
from previous confidantes of Trump himself and
carry their own biases. Woodward does not take
sides – he factually reports in detail using plain
words. He gives examples of staff removing letters
from Trump’s desk to thwart his directives, aides

GE OR GE  WAD S WOR TH  &  IAN  J OH N S ON

Book Reviews
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT

EARN EXTRA INCOME
By leasing your land long term in Parau or upper
Laingholm.

Our family of two adults and one child need a 15m
x 15m site to put two modern styled tiny Homes
onto. Easy access is a must, power, water and
waste outlet are preferable, but we can build more
self-sufficient homes. We also have excellent
references, and we would be great caretakers of
your property.

It’s the start of
Autumn.

There is a lot happening.
  A full schedule of E-
Days across AKL &
EcoWest Festival Events
is obtainable  at
https://www.ecomatters.o
rg.nz/ecowest-festival/

Note there are a
couple of pricing
changes.

If you are unable to come
by our event, we can
arrange pickup service upon
your request. Please contact us.

Some minor conditions apply

Saturday 9am – 3pm Eftpos / Change onsite if
required

Westgate Baptist Church
 68 Hobsonville Rd ( West Harbour ) 4th April
2019

Green Bay High School (Green Bay)
143-161 Godley Rd,
Green Bay 13th April 2019

Botany - Eastview Baptist Church (East Tamaki)
559 Chapel Rd, East Tamaki Heights  27th April
2019

Ecowest Festival SATURDAY 16 MARCH-
SUNDAY 14 APRIL 2019
Checkout the great ECO & Sustainability
activities from the website
https://www.ecomatters.org.nz/ecowest-festival/

Please keep checking our Website for Event &
Date updates.

Weekday Drop-off
c/o Upcycle
Daily Monday to Friday Time    9 AM ~ 4 PM

Location: Unit 1 321 Neilson St,  Onehunga,
Auckland 1061, New Zealand

– Note New Address –
by the corner next to MetroPort.

E-DAYS
across

Auckland
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There has not been a lot happening over the summer months, at the museum.
Work towards getting the train engine installed on site is progressing and it will be an exciting day when it
finally arrives.

It is with great pleasure that I inform you that Helen Turner has agreed to become a trustee. Helen is part of
the large Turner clan and has lived in Little Huia for many years. Her father Arnold Turner is a Patron of the
Museum, a keen historian and financial supporter so it is very pleasing to have Helen as a trustee. She
makes a valuable addition to the trustees numbers In addition Miriam Loretto from Huia has agreed to
become a volunteer and later in the year the museum hopes to exhibit some of her extensive waka huia
collection.
Recently, thanks to John Glen, the head of Building and Building Infrastructure at the Auckland War
Memorial Museum we have been given three exhibition cabinets which were surplus to that Museum’s
needs. They will be a valuable addition to what the museum has and enable the trustees to showcase some
of their more interesting and important artefacts.
Although visitor numbers have been low over January , on Sunday 24 th February there were 26 visitors
which is the most it has had for many a long day. Unfortunately the closing of all the local walking tracks
means that fewer people come to the area and this will have a significant impact on visitor numbers.

Sam Fletcher Remembers is a series of stories written by him about various characters in and around
Huia. One of the most eccentric was Nick Pitoni who lived in a small bach near the Huia Hall.
This is part of his story:
His life revolved around the animals that shared his humble abode. Chicks often crammed a small spare
room, while others at various stages of maturity popped in now and again to share the masters company. A
lamb with a deformed jaw refused to take its bottle anywhere else then on Nick’s bed, so that’s where it
stood for each feed.
Here is what he had to say about Nick’s eating habits . “Nick ate well, but his meals were unconventional.
Finer tuned stomachs than his might not have eaten so heartily as he did of possum stew, chooky cooked all
in(comb included)and ewe’s milk.”He describes the property as follows. First impressions of the backyard
were uninviting. The roadside drain which a visitor crossed to the gate was dammed to provide an aquatic
playground for the ducks, depending on regular falls of rain to maintain it as such. As the water drained
away the ducks still found it an enjoyable puddling hole, which they shared with a growing population of
blowflies.”
Sam Fletcher is a very observant and entertaining author -read more when you next come to the Museum.

The Flame Tree
Auckland Council, an arborist, and Vector and Treescape had been warned in November 2018 about the
dangerous state of this tree outside the Museum. On the 28th November 2018 Treescape advised that the
tree was to be removed. On the 28th February at about noon on a lovely sunny breezy day the tree fell over,
bringing down power and electricity wires. Parts of the area were without power for nearly seven hours.
Those responsible for allowing the tree to remain are very lucky that no vehicle was passing when the tree
fell as drivers and passengers could have been killed. The road was particularly busy with boats arriving for
the Westcoaster at Little Huia. There needs to be an inquiry to find out why three months went by with no
action so that obvious dangers are not allowed to exist with nothing being done.

GE OR GE  WAD S WOR TH
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DIRKS
WORKS

Tree felling, trimming and cutting
 to �irewood. Section clean-ups, clearing

noxious weeds and site preparation.

Home and Section Maintenance
Odd Jobs

Anything considered

TESTIMONIALS AVAILABLE:
Sean  021 474 226
Cathy 021 337 949

Marie 811 8901

Clare and Dirk Judson
811 8958 or 0210 293 4439
Dirk_a_judson@yahoo.co.nz
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Happenings in our Community
ADRIENNE PEEK

APRIL 2019
THE ROUNDABOUT
Our 1st collation of the year on March 6th was the same date
in 1982 when Sir David Beattie opened the Laingholm Hall.
The hall was used for a function in September 1981 prior to
the opening, on the last day of that year’s disruptive
Springbok tour.
Last December The Roundabout Committee donated a lovely
new clock which is now hung up to the left-hand side of the
door as you enter the hall. One of the collators also
mentioned to me the great display of flowering pink naked
ladies outside the hall - which I guess means the start of
autumn
.

HUIA HALL EASTER MARKET
This will be held on Monday 22nd April from 10.00 a.m.
onwards. For stall details please contact Pam on 8118628.

HUIA POWER CUT
Thursday, 28th February we had a two-hour power cut
around lunchtime which was caused by strong winds
blowing over the coral tree outside the museum. The tree
fell on the power lines. I guess someone got some good fire
wood from the huge rounds.

MARSHALL JACKSON’S LATEST CATCH
A trip out West on the good ship C CRAZY ended up in an
action-packed day. Rough conditions, 15 knot winds and
more than 1.5 metre swells were uncomfortable to say the
least.
Just after 1pm Marshall got a bite, put the drag up slow and
Marshall’s battle began. We got the fish close to the boat a
couple of times but it was a game of cat and mouse for the
next 1hr 30. Marshall doing an unbelievable job on the rod in
these rough conditions. Mark finally got a tail rope on.
We got Marshall out of his wet gear and he crashed - not
surprising after so much hard fighting that fish for 2 hrs in
those conditions. Very proud of him.

The fish weighed 128.7kgs on 24kg line.
A great day with the lads.
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Greg Presland, chair of the Waitakere Ranges Local Board, responded to the points I made in “The Forgotten
Suburb” last month, but, unfortunately, too late for inclusion in the March
issue.   Below are his comments on the three topics I wrote about.
 Auckland Transport did not respond  to my request for comment.

 Buses
I [Greg Presland] have this response from [Auckland Transport] officers:
“As the Regional Public Transport Plan sets out, Auckland Transport
plans to make the 171 hourly, seven days a week, by 2021.    The
implementation of this plan is dependent on funding decisions made
with Auckland Council and NZTA, and is not guaranteed.
Auckland Transport is in the final stages of introducing a new bus
network for the whole of Auckland.  Services in the new network are designed to be simple, connected, and
(where justifiable) frequent.   The first part of the new bus network was introduced in 2014 when Auckland
Transport upgraded services to Green Bay, Titirangi, Woodland Park, and  Laingholm.    Prior to 2014
Woodlands Park and Laingholm were served by Monday-to-Friday route 177; in 2014 the new 171 replaced
the old 177, and the 171 was given a Saturday service on a trial basis. When implementing later stages of
Auckland’s new bus network, Auckland Transport moved away from offering services six days a week and
sought to make Saturday and Sunday timetables the same.  If the 171 had been introduced at a later stage
of the new bus network programme, it would have been introduced with service on a Sunday as well as a
Saturday.
The trial 171 Saturday service has proved to be sustainable and this suggests that a Sunday service could
also be effective.    If budget becomes available and the 171 is made a priority, Auckland Transport will
investigate introducing a Sunday service in advance of 2021.”

Roads (26 February 2019)
Unfortunately we live in a hilly stability sensitive area.  I am very aware of the disruption and stress that slips
can cause and I believe they should be one of AT’s highest priorities.  Currently I am aware of five different
roadside slips, two in Laingholm, two in Huia and one in Henderson Valley.
My impression is that there are budget limitations.  As a matter of urgency I have asked AT to comment on
this and if necessary to make budget available so that this work can be completed swiftly.
And rather than adopt a band aid approach to slips I agree that a more detailed understanding of the area,
particularly Victory Road is required.    I have asked AT to provide me with an assessment they have of the
road and I intend to make this available to the local residents association.    (23 March 2019)
AT have been out to look at the road as a matter of urgency and this is the report that I have received so
far.  They are looking at a retaining wall near the Warner Park Ave intersection and other parts of the road
are also being investigated.

� Crack Sealing on Victory Rd in progress to prevent further ingress of water
� Geotechnical investigation and a preliminary design will start tomorrow and should be complete by 1

April.
� Final Design planned to be complete by Mid-April
� Temporary low wall will be installed at toe of slip to prevent further movement.
� We [AT]will also investigate other parts of  Victory  to determine damage and prioritise work on

these.
The Geotechnical investigation will show the size and type of repairs so [AT will update Greg and the
Community as they go].

 Weeds
Regrettably there is also budget pressure in this area and this is why AT have engaged in the cheapest form
of weed clearance, either flail mowing or ignoring what is happening.  The Parks department of Council is
shortly to take over responsibility for this and I hope and expect that things will then improve.
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LITTLE SPACE BIG HEART

DRESSMAKER

DESIGNER AND
VINTAGE RECYCLED CLOTHING

OPEN Friday and Saturday 10am - 4pm

1 VICTORY ROAD LAINGHOLM

PHONE: 021 0286 6865
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Laingholm Takeaway
1 Western Road, Laingholm

We do traditional Fish and Chips

plus authentic Indian Cuisine

For phone orders call:

817 6062
Opening Hours:
Tuesday to Sunday: 4.30 - 8.00 pm

Monday: Closed. Open on public holidays

W
E USE FRESH FISH

 F
O

R
 O

U
R FISH AND CHIPS
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Meet by 14 Western Rd for 2 hours of weeding
Sunday May 5th at 1 pm and Monday 6th at 10 am

 (Sunday session may include water quality testing of the Laing Stream)

Bring food to share afterwards!

Pest  Free Laingholm

Len Gillman   021 818 950
Len.gillman@aut.ac.nz

            Doreen Sunman  021 143 2388
dlsunman@xtra.co.nz

Monthly weeding bees
Join us and be a weed warrior in Laingholm!

Contact people:

Pest  Free Laingholm

Dear Editor

On the morning of Wednesday 13 March I was involved in a two vehicle head on collision on a blind
corner of Huia Road in Parau approximately 300 metres from my home.  It was my misfortune to collide
with an overseas driver who was on the wrong side of the road.  It was still dark but otherwise fine and dry.

Immediately after the accident, I was lucky to be in the hands of some very nice and helpful people who
did not hesitate to help me.  Unfortunately I do not remember all their names, so the purpose of this note
is to say a very big thank you to all of those wonderful people who helped me with comfort and support
while waiting for the emergency people to arrive.   One lady was a midwife and another was a first
responder on her way to work.  Thank you both.

The other driver was named Ben and I would guess he was in his mid twenties and, luckily, was not injured.
After the accident he was very sorry and he also provided assistance.  He apologised to my wife when she
arrived and I could see that he was very remorseful.

The Laingholm First Response team arrived and did a marvellous job in directing traffic and making sure I
was OK.  One of my work-mates, who lives in Victory Road, arrived and was very kind to get my poor little
car back to my home.  The ambulance arrived and took me to North Shore Hospital where I was checked
over and X-rayed.  I was told that there was a small non-displaced fracture of my sternum.  Although I am
still under the care of my GP, all looks good for a complete recovery.

I am sure that the low speed of the impact played a major role in the fact that my injuries were not worse.
  I am very concerned at the speed at which some drivers pass through Parau and this makes me very
conscious of the speed at which I travel. What would be good to see is some random policing of vehicle
speeds in Parau, particularly at the top of the hill as you leave Parua heading towards Huia.

I would also like to apologise to anyone who was delayed while the road was being cleared.  I often see
fishing boats being towed out to Cornwallis and was hoping that you guys didn't miss out on too much
time on the water.

So, once again, a big thank you to all involved.  Time to go shopping for a new car.

Regards
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The Real Estate Bulletin
Capital Gains Tax and Laingholm

You would have seen a lot in the news lately about this, so we thought we’d try and cover off the bits
that might be most relevant to the Laingholm Community in relation to real estate.

It is proposed that the family home will be exempt from this tax but there are a few exceptions, for
example:

Lifestyle properties:     if you land is larger than 4500m2 it is not regarded as a family home anymore and
therefore not exempt.   According to property-guru.co.nz there area approximately 45 properties within
the Laingholm area that have land sizes larger than this.

Airbnb/business based at home/flatmates:     if a property is owner occupied for more than 50% of the
year then it falls under owner occupied and wouldn’t be subject to capital gains but the owner would
also not be able to offset any expenses like rates or interest against the property.   If they did offset the
expenses, then the property would be subject to capital gains tax. The same applies to a home office,
you can either choose to claim deductions or pay capital gains tax.   As you can see, this could become
hugely problematic to small business owners.   This appears to be the case with flatmates as well.

Investors:   Profits from the sale of investments such as rental    properties, baches, basically any other
property over and above the family home, would    be taxed alongside their    other "income" at
people's    marginal income tax rate.

Bindi Norwell, Chief Executive at REINZ believes that in the short-term there may be some initial relief
in house price affordability as investors look to sell their property to avoid paying CGT. In the long term
though it may even push house prices up as people look to invest more money in the family home, and
less into rental properties.   It appears that some will be affected more than others by capital gains tax.

There was an article on oneroof.co.nz recently which gives an example “you buy a property for
$500,000, and 10 years later its worth $1 million”. You would have to pay capital gains tax of 33
percent, or, you could borrow against the gain and not pay tax. This effectively creates a tax incentive
not to sell.   And like in South Africa, people may keep their homes and invest in them.

Not due to come into play until April 2021, we’re sure there will be more discussions had before it is
presented in its final form.
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Kia ora and gidday fishos. Hope you are faring well out there on the Great Murky and beyond. My old
fishing buddy who's 94 and has fished the harbour for most of his life reckons that from now up to May is
BIG snapper catching time. Well it might have been in his time but can't say I've ever been too excited at
what I've caught during these months. However not all that long ago when he was still out and about fishing,
he and his mate called in at our place and threw me a 62cm snapper – one of quite a few they'd caught that
size. I asked where they got them and “up by the airport somewhere” was the best I could get out of them.
So the big ones do lurk! Big hooks, long traces, big baits, big fish, says my mate.

Fishing recently up by the ski lane buoy and got 13 snapper – the biggest 44cm – in a couple of hours. Mate
of mine went to the same spot a couple of days later and got nothing but kindergarten stuff. And boy are
those small snapper a flaming nuisance , not only do they devour your bait at a great rate of knots but every
third one seems to swallow the hook – even hooks with feathers on. If you have one of those nifty hook
removers you can sometimes get the hook out without killing the fish but not often and no fisho worth his
salt wants to kill next year's snapper stock.

Now where have all the kahawai gone? Every fisho that fishes the harbour that I've spoken to agrees they
seem to have become extinct – not even any small ones. Yet over the bar it's lousy with huge kahawai. On
that subject I came across a natty little way of making a kahawai lure in an old fishing magazine and it costs
nothing so won't break your heart when you lose it. Snap the clear plastic end of an old ballpoint pen,
thread your line through, tie a hook on and some sort of swivel at the other end to stop it sliding up the line
and hey presto an instant lure. If you want to get really creative you can paint it and even put feathery bits
on.

Was lucky enough recently to score a trip over the bar. Out we went to 60m to troll for skipjacks and
albacore. We straightaway got a skipjack on but he jumped off the hook as we were getting him in. Next
two lines went off and one was mine with something decent on. Started to wind in and the main line broke
and off went the monster with the skipper's good lure. Asked by him, when I last renewed my line, I told him
not since I bought the reel – but I didn't dare admit it was 10 years ago!

Anyhow we did some bottom fishing and caught a few reasonable snapper and a gurnard before one of our
crew landed a beautiful snapper the size you see on the front
of a fishing magazine. I have never seen one that size in the
flesh before. It poured down out there and we got soaked but
hell you don't even notice when you're busy catching fish.

The big Westcoaster fishing comp was held at the beginning
of March so I rang P.J. to see what was caught and his son
Marshall furthered his fame in the fishing world by winning a
prize for tagging and releasing a marlin.

That's Winnie done wandering for now, a joke or two to end
with.

Two fishos yarning. “Hey Don”, says one, “every night my wife
puts this cream on her face and curlers in her hair.” “Does it
do any good?”, asked his mate. “Nah!” he said, “I can still tell
it's her.”

Lawyer looks at his client and says “Your wife has found a
picture she thinks is worth a million dollars”. “That's amazing”
says the client, “What's the picture of?” Well, said the lawyer,
“It's a picture of you and your secretary.”

Fisho says to his mate “My wife says she'll leave me if I don'tWinnie
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Doreen Sunman
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HUIA INDOOR BOWLING
and Social Club

PRESIDENT: PETER RIEM 811 8036

Hello there Roundabouters, welcome to the Huia Bowling Club page.

Thought it might be pertinent to touch on the history and origins of bowls to start with. It was first
mentioned by Thomas Becket in 1194 – he was the famous Archbishop of Canterbury who managed to get
himself murdered on the altar of his cathedral. He spoke of it as a “summer amusement” for the young men
of London and referred to it as the “casting of stones”. This was the earliest record of the game but
gradually it became more sophisticated and iron bowls were introduced some time in the 13th Century.
However instead of a kitty (the small white ball now used) an iron cone was placed some distance away.
Can you believe that during the reign of Edward III, bowls and some other sports were banned because it
was feared they might jeopardise the practice of archery – so important for fighting battles (and we think
we're badly done by with rules and regulations). Even more surprising is that by 1445 bowling alleys were
rife in London but were considered dens of iniquity as they were closely connected to taverns and
frequented by dissolute and dubious characters – unlike our bowling club which only has the most chaste
and upright members!

It took until 1845 for the ban to be lifted and become a perfectly respectable pastime, especially for the
ladies.

The Huia Bowling Club has been going since Adam
was a lad and has a history of its own. A few years
ago a friend suggested we join but I said “No, it's
for bored geriatrics”. However she persuaded me to
go along and have a gander one night and we were
surprised to find the ages ranged from 16 to 90. So
after a couple of games we were hooked and the
rest is also history.

If you think bowls is just a matter of rolling balls
down a mat then you'd be wrong. That's the main
objective but the rules are many and complex and
the scoring system still a mystery to me after four
years.

Our club has a hierarchy of course, president,
secretary and treasurer and then there are the
underlings like me but we run on democratic lines
and everyone does their bit helping to set up and
clear away.

We pay $3 a night to play and $20 a year
membership fee – cheap entertainment when you
consider refreshments are thrown in as well (usually
baked goodies from Eric Tamepo – homemade of
course)
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Amanda Hoo kham - Kraft

www.regenesisdesign.com

021 285 4100

The Advertisers you see in
the Roundabout each

month keep the
Roundabout going.

That’s not to say that the services of
the 50 or so volunteers who write the
articles, composite the Roundabout,
print it, compile it and distribute it,

are not vital.

But paper and ink, staples and
printers cost money  so

When you want the services of
a trades-person, or the supply of
goods and materials, please use

our advertisers and be sure to let
them know where you saw their

advertisement.
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HUIA DOMAIN CELEBRATION

On Saturday, March 23rd, the Waitakere Ranges Local Board held an event for the Huia community
to celebrate the completion of Stage 1 of the Huia Domain Project, which included a BBQ,

entertainment and family activities.

Following a welcome from Fred Holloway,
kaumātua of Te Kawerau ā Maki iwi, Greg
Presland (Waitakere Ranges Local Board
Chairperson) said a few words to
acknowledge the hard work that had been
done by HCRR Committee members over
many years to ensure the project’s
completion.

“The great thing about living in Waitakere is
that the area is full of passionate, organised

committed networks. We are all proud to be
westies. In this case, I want to acknowledge the
passion and commitment of the local
community who through the HCRR made its
preferences very clearly known. I am pleased
that Council has been able to meet those

expectations,” said Mr Presland.

Mr Presland acknowledged the work of
Bruce Crum, saying “his negotiating skills
are outstanding.  He drew a clear line in the
sand for us and I am glad that we were able
to agree to it.” He also thanked the staff,
especially Paul Connick, for supporting the
Board and the community in reaching the
outcome.

Stage 2 of the Domain Project will now
involve the completion of the rock wall at the
far end of the Domain around towards the
bridge, which will ensure the entire Domain
edge is protected.
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Arts – Crafts – Bric-a-brac – Food – Tea, Coffee & lots
more!

Cost for a table to sell your wares is $10. Contact Pam Goddard on 09 811 8628 to book.

HUIA’s LITTLE
MARKET - EASTER

MARKET
10am – 3pm, Easter
Monday, 22 April,

at the Huia Hall

Some interesting bits of history about the Huia Hall…

This month I thought I'd share some notable moments in the history of our local Huia Hall which you
may not know…

● In 1950 the HCRR began the process of building the hall. The entire project was funded by the
community and the land that it is built on was kindly donated by Colin Hinge.

● The project took four years to complete and the Hall was officially opened in February 1954. The
Hall quickly became the place where all the community events were held - church services, dances,
films, parties and even a local bowls club (that still continues today!) all began taking place in the Hall.

● By 1957 the hall was such a part of the community that the first wedding was booked to take place
there on the 19th of October that year. The bride was Gwen Gosper, and the wedding had all the
decorations and catering provided by local women. Since then the Hall has become a popular
wedding venue for both locals and out of towners.

Presently, the Hall hosts a number of weekly events, including:

- Keep Fit classes (Monday and Thursdays from 7pm-8.30pm)

- The Wednesday Bowls Club (from 7pm)

- A Friday playgroup running from 9.30am – 12pm

Remember, if you haven’t checked out the Facebook page for the Huia
Community Hall lately, we encourage you to do so. HUIA HALL ON FACEBOOK:
https://www.facebook.com/huiacommunityhall/ There are some great pictures up there that show a
usual set-up for the Hall.     Our booking email address is bookinghuiahall@gmail.com, or you can
call on 021 142 0563, which will be answered by either Aly Crone or me, Esme Scott.

Finally, a big shout out to our neighbours just down Huia Road at the Huia Fire Station. Your new
branding on the fire station building looks spectacular and we’re loving the bright, beautiful,
bilingual signs you’ve installed! Congratulations to Huia Volunteer Fire Brigade chief Stephen Laloli
and the whole team there. We appreciate the vital work you do and all the ways that you provide
support to our local community! Esme Scott, on behalf of the

Huia Cornwallis Ratepayers &
Residents Committee
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Seaweek 2019 at Cornwallis

The Seaweek celebration is New Zealand’s annual national week of activities aimed at
promoting the beauty of our marine environment and educating people on how they
can help preserve it.

Local events kicked off at Cornwallis at 9.30am on Saturday 2 March with a volunteer
beach and roadside cleanup.

It is a source of great frustration to many local
residents and visitors that not everyone coming to the small coastal
community takes the same pride in its upkeep as they do. In fact many
come to the area to deliberately dump unwanted household items and
rubbish by the roadside and within its bush areas.

Volunteers picked up the usual large quantities of empty bottles and
cans that had been flung casually from the windows of passing cars,
but other larger items discovered in the bush this year included old
tyres, an oven and a large smashed flat screen television. One recently
dumped selection of garbage included numerous old oil containers
and about 10kg of asbestos panelling. (Call 0800 NO DUMP to report
such incidents.)

The community volunteers were members of SCOW - Save Conrwallis’
Old Wharf - a local group that aims to preserve the features that make
the area so special. Special thanks also go to the local Auckland
Council park rangers who hauled the garbage away.

Following the conclusion of the cleanup, the focus moved to the annual Cornwallis Beach sand sculpture
competition. This year an $800 kayak was up for
grabs for group creating the best sand sculpture - as
chosen by the event’s judges.

The competition was held in perfect weather
(temperatures peaked around 25 degrees) with nine
groups battling it out. The theme for some entrants
this year was the dangers of plastics in the marine
environment and shortly after 2pm, the judges
announced the Smithies family as the overall winners.

Their prize-winning sculpture was of a shark

entangled in a plastic bag.

Prizes went to:
Family winner (kayak): Smithies family - “Bags kill our
sea life”
Family second place (fish smoker): Sami and Stephen
Muller - “Hector needs help
People’s choice ($50): Team Downes - “Goddess of the
sea”
People’s choice ($50): Yvonne Pivac - “Dolphin pair”
Junior winner (seashore book): Emmie & Hazel (aged 9
& 10) - “Fish castle”
Junior second place (Finding Dory game): Lucian
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Dear Roundabout team and Editor,

As a Laingholm Resident of around 30 years, I always look forward to receiving our copy of the Roundabout
and I read it from cover to cover.

Thanks for the great magazine and keep up the good work.

On reading the latest version this morning (ed:- March issue) noted that you had put an editors comment
under the Council Article about the Hunua Pest Number being at records lows, you asked (?rhetorically)
about how the birds like the 1080 in Hunua.

This is surely a charged issue these days, however I can answer in one way.

There are efforts underway to reintroduce and support the Kokako in both the Hunua’s and Waitakere
Ranges

Both of these areas have well-resourced and executed pest control programmes with volunteers working
alongside professionals to deploy “gold standard” predator control using a variety of techniques including
trapping, baiting and pest monitoring.

As part of the ongoing monitoring of our Kokako populations, a “control” population of 6 pair of Kokako
are intensively monitored at both sites to see how successful the breeding has been for the year.

The 6 pair of Kokako in Hunua have this season produced 14 chicks that have fledged, that is reached the
stage where they leave the nest and can gather their own food. It is essentially impossible to follow the birds
after fledging with any degree of accuracy. Kokako will typically lay between 1 and 3 eggs per nest and will
nest twice in a favourable season (they will nest more often that this if the nests are predated or damaged)
 This is a great result, and if extrapolated across the known 104 pair of Kokako in Hunua we would expect
there to be around 240 fledglings in that forest.

The 6 pair of Kokako that were monitored in the Waitakere Ranges produced 3 chicks that fledged, a
sobering result for those of us who spend some time in trying to assist in their success.

There are many similarities between the two pieces of bush including size and the general flora, latitude etc,
there are some differences between the two pieces of bush included the locations of the Kokako within the
protected areas etc however by far the biggest difference is that Hunua has had the benefit of two 1080
drops in the recent years and Waitakere has had none.

I think the birds reaction to your question about their preference for 1080 can be answered by these relative
reproduction success statistics.

I would be more than happy to contribute something to the Roundabout about such topics, if that is
something you would like, please give me an indication what type of subject and how many words?

Kind Regards

Mark Darin

Ed: And thank you Mark for a very informative letter! Please keep us informed of any re-introduction of birds
and bats into the Waitakere Ranges. Perhaps you could also provide us with some information about the
‘Ark in the Park’ over the hills in Cascade Park? They have been laying 1080 bait throughout the Te Henga
bush for quite some time now. I understand that they have used bait stations that cannot attract birds and
pets. This is in contrast to the helicopter drops which have been associated with bird-losses in the South
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Titirangi
Village

Post
Office

Church Titirangi
Medical
Centre

WE ARE
HERE

We are a family centred surgery offering
a full range of general practice services

for you and your family.

Open 8.00 am to 6.00 pm
Weekdays

HAPPY FEET
Mobile Foot Care Service

I care for your feet in your home. 

If you are no longer flexible or mobile
enough (due to age, injury, or other 

causes), I can care for your feet.

�   BATHE FEET
�   TRIM TOENAILS
�   REMOVE CALLOUSED SKIN
�   MOISTURISE
�   FOOT MASSAGE

You may be eligible for an allowance 
to cover this service from Work & Income.

HAPPY FEET
Phone Lorna
Mobile: 021 110 9948
Home: 817 7726

Here at Green Bay Barbers we want to
serve the community and the wider

West Auckland catchment.

So next time pop into Green Bay Barbers
for a haircut for the whole family:

Mum and Dad, Girls and Boys
OUR HOURS ARE:

GODLEY ROA D
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Local
Liquor

New World
Supermarket

WE ARE
HERE

Monday closed
Tuesday to Friday: 9.30 am to 5.30 pm
Late night Wednesday: 9.30 am to 7pm

Late Night Thursday 9.30 am to 7pm
Saturdays: 9.00 am to 5 pm

PHONE 09 827 6526
Greenbaybarbers@facebook.com
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Christina Howe’s ‘Roundabout’ Cheese Scones

(double up for two trays.)[Not you! The recipe!!]
Into a large mixing bowl [gently!]throw
2 cups plain flour
3 teaspoons  baking powder
Pinch of cayenne pepper
Pinch of turmeric
1&1/2 cups cheese (I use ‘Pam's grated’ .)
1 tablespoon oil
1 egg
Cup of milk, or more or less.
Mix well: It's a sticky mix so is dropped in desert spoon lots on a
baking paper lined tray
Bake in hot oven 180ºC,  about 10 to 15 minutes for a crispy
golden top.
No need to slice or spread with butter. Eat just how they are.

Enjoy!

Saturday 6 April 10.15am – 11.30am:
Local resident Craig Miller has been roasting
coffee since 1988 and is the author of the
definitive guide to early espresso culture in NZ.
Join us for a special Saturday morning where
Craig will discuss his book, as well as serve you
one of his famous blends in a Crown Lynn cup.
Plus, there will be giveaways! Numbers strictly
limited so bookings essential.

Thursday 11 April 11am – 12pm:
“Who’s afraid of red, yellow and blue”.
Many of you may know local artist Neil Miller,
creator of several public sculptures, including the
waka in New Lynn and the bridge at CEAC.   Neil
also paints in watercolour and will be discussing
the technical aspects of colour mixing, as well as
how abstract paintings demand words to fill
their structures.
 RSVP preferred for seating.

Saturday 13 April 11am – 2pm:
Recycle bag-making. Bring along an old t-shirt
and we’ll show you how to make a no-sew
reusable bag. Free drop-in session, all ages
welcome.

In May, the library will again be celebrating NZ
Music Month – if you are a musician/band who

needs an audience or know of anyone who is,
please get in contact as we’d love to have music
performances throughout the month. Any
style/genre but you’ll need to be ‘unplugged’.
Saturdays, weekdays, late nights – we can
accommodate you.

Kids: Join us at Titirangi Library during April
School Holidays for free fun events. Bunny craft,
Egg-cellent adventures, ANZAC soldier craft and
mini makers. All details and times available on
our FB page ‘Titirangi Community Library’ or
pick up a flyer from us.

To contact us or register for an event:
titirangi.library@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

Christine Carter

Titirangi Library

Never miss an adult event – sign up
with your email address and receive

notice of all that’s happening,
email

titirangi.library@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz with
the subject line

“add me to your mailing list”.
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Michael  Allen

Inside this report

Interschool swimming
sports

Leadership day

WPS Brick Show

Sailing

WOODLANDS PARK
SCHOOL

Our Stories, told by us

Leadership day - By Johnathan
We had finally arrived at a rugby club just out of Henderson. A few year 6 students got the chance to go to
the Western Districts leadership day. There were many schools there. All the schools were split into
groups with another school or two. We were with Western Heights School and Glen Eden Primary.

Our first activity was bump tag. It is a game about meeting new people. Our second game was a baseball
type game. It is a game about teamwork. Our last two games were called the skipping rope game and the
organizing game. Both games are about teamwork.

Then we had a school presentation by DJ Forbes, a former NZ Sevens player. There was another
presentation by James, from a place where they focused on disabled people. Then our next one was cool.
We learnt about organization.
Finally, we had two more activities, a diabetes task and our final task was a survey about how we got to
school and what we had in our lunch. After that it was sadly the end of the day. We started to head back. I
had a thought in my head.
“That was an amazing day!”

Interschool swimming sports - By Charlie

I stepped off the platform and into the ice cold water, with a little splash. The water rose up around my
chest as I prepared my stressing mind. Nothing could prepare me for this, I thought, as hundreds of people
cheered and watched us. That’s what we had gathered here for—the interschool swimming sports at West
Wave. I lined up with seven others and awaited the loud bang that sent us shooting forth into the churning
pool, which was full of eight interschool swimming sports representatives every ten minutes.

What place did I come? Did I go slow? Then a teacher handed me a yellow card. I read it, and it
said one simple word that made my heart leap for joy: “2nd”!

And now it was freestyle. I stroked with all of my waning might and kicked with
my

Woodlands Park School Brick Show

In conjunction with the All Blocks LEGO® User Group Sponsored
by Toyworld West Auckland. Sunday 7th April 10am-4pm

Door sales—cash & Eftpos $5/person, $20/family (2 adults, 4
children), under 3s free.
Hot & Cold refreshments all day. Fundraising for a new audio-
visual system & installation of a decorative safety barrier between
Te Pito (the playground) and the car-park.
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Waitakere Forest & Bird Talk
Thursday 7:30pm April 18th

For further information ph Liz 0274 762732 lizanstey@hotmail.com
Venue: Kelston Community Centre, cnr Awaroa/Great North Rd.

Non members welcome, join us for supper afterwards.
Koha appreciated to cover hall hire.

AGM and Speaker Christine Rose

Free & all welcome!

Christine Rose is a Campaign Advisor for World Animal Protection here in NZ and will present on how
the organisation localises efforts here, to help end animal cruelty around the world.

World Animal Protection is a global animal welfare organisation, established more than fifty years ago,
working in more than fifty countries. Their work focuses on animals in farming, in the wild, in
communities, in disasters, and oceans. This entails attention to animals used for entertainment, as pets,
in captivity, in tourism, trying to stem the tide of exploitation for gratuitous human pursuits. They work
by responding to disasters, threats to animal (and human welfare) such as rabies, and intensive farming.
World Animal Protection attends to areas where the scale and intensity of animal suffering is the
greatest, working at finding both the cause of problems and their solutions.

Work in NZ includes engagement with the farming industry, against rodeo, for Māui and Hector’s
dolphins, and addresses NZ tourist behaviour overseas which can encourage cruel attractions such as
elephant riding, tiger and sloth selfies and swimming with captive dolphins.

Possums are classified as a pest in New Zealand
By trapping this pest, you protect the trees and help save our birds

If you are new to the area, we can teach you how to set a Timms Trap

Possums will eat all your garden vegetables
They could be living in your roof or shed

Possums are active at night and you may hear a coarse cough

PHONE:  JUNE  817 8315  OR  LINDA  817 4338
$40 to purchase a Timms Trap

      We are open weekends

           Email:   op.possumblitz@hotmail.com
This is a voluntary project, supported by

Bio-security, Auckland Council
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We have been producing and printing the
Roundabout since 1964 and now we have an
online version! The same Roundabout that has
been arriving in your letterbox ten times a year
for all that time can now be found on the web -
in colour!

Just point your browser at:
www.theroundabout.org.nz

Online publication will be delayed
by about two weeks

You can rest assured!,
the print version will be continuing!

Walking Waitakere and Beyond
Adventure at your back

door …
The next walk is -

Wed 24th April

Mairangi to Browns Bay:
All-tide route follows cliff top tracks,
pedestrian shortcuts, steps and
footpaths. After heavy weather events,
some parts can be affected so follow
marked alternatives or self-navigate the
streets.

Meet 9:50 am Mairangi Bay Surf
Lifesaving Club. entrance

Grade: Moderate to hard (more hills)

Contact: Kay Lindley
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Who on earth are the LDCA?

Since first forming in the 1930s, the Laingholm and District Citizens Association (LDCA), has always sought
to support the wellbeing of the Laingholm community and through its activity benefit the community at
large.

As far as we can, we try to keep track of
the decisions and initiatives that our
Council and other government bodies and
their agents are proposing, review how
this would impact the people and
environment, and respond to that. Often
this concerns issues where tiers of
government have a responsibility that they
should meet, and we advocate and write
submissions on things that affect the

village and the Wāitakeres generally.

Much of our work is about responding to needs. Over recent years, this has included advocating successfully
to keep and restore our village hall after it caught fire, supporting the best ways to protect kauri, looking at
(and engaging with) pest control, weed control and other important areas. Here, our members have helped
run initiatives and groups and still do. Part of our work is just to maintain a watching brief for important
issues that need to be addressed.

One significant LDCA work stream is the Laingholm and District Community

Emergency Response Group, which was formed in response to our realisation that centralised response
was not going to be much help to us if we faced a local disaster scenario, such as landslip or storm
damage. As a result this group has made enormous headway in setting up the basic resources that our
village would need, and this project is ongoing.

The condition of our roads is a big issue, hazards that need fixing, and the risks of erosion
and road instability in our steep valley – which we’re still doing our best to get addressed (and
may be succeeding . . .)

We hold the lease on the Laingholm Village Hall.

Rob works hard to manage this
(laingholmhallhire@gmai l.com), and part of our
mission is to promote and support social and
cultural well-being in every way!
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We’re part of the Combined Residents and Ratepayer group for the Wāitakere Ranges area, and we have
a close and cooperative relationship with our Wāitakere Ranges Local Board – and also pester them from
time to time for any action that we see is needed, where their leverage is greater than ours.

We also value our long-term relationship with Fire Chief (and former LDCA Chairman)
Graeme Booth and our access to his knowledge and insight on village concerns.

In the past few years, all of us have enjoyed being part of this group. We’re informal, we talk a lot, and all of
us learn a great deal as we go along about how things work at the ‘civics’ end of our society, and also how
we really can make a difference. Personally, I consider it a huge privilege to be able to do what we do, and
also to work alongside the wonderful folks who are part of this group.

If you’ve a desire to get involved – or even just to consider it – you’re very welcome.

Please just get in touch: susannevincent@outlook.com

Also, our

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
will be held on Monday May 20th at the

Laingholm Hall at 7pm.

It would be great to see you.
With warm wishes

The LDCA

We have 12 active members on our Committee:

Susie Vincent - Chair
Kerry Mills - Secretary, projects, cakes, Minister of Sanity
Rob Bolus - Treasurer, Village Hall and 1401 other jobs
Lawrence Blount - former Secretary and ongoing cheerful influence
Darryl Grange - LDCERG (Emergency Response) and resource investigator
Valera Koltsov - LDCERG, formerly W2L Pest Free group, keeps us honest
Doreen Sunman - Weeds, Roundabout, Bus Stops, Inspirational Activism . . .
Steven Price - Neighbourhood Support, Projects and Resources
Kevin Gill - Roundabout, Emergency Response; Village Guardian
Paddy Sugrue - Village Guardian and knowledge holder
Steve Molnar - Making Things Happen, and
Louise Matthews - Ponies and Environmental Concerns.
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Huia Fitness Club
Hello there would-be fitness enthusiasts.

We are now running two classes a week, Monday 7 to 8.30pm and Thursday 7 to 8pm. The Thursday class is
a little less strenuous for those wishing to ease into fitness a bit more sedately. But we still do some running
around. However, we always stress that whatever exercise we do, it's obligatory not compulsory. It is all
totally non-competitive because peoples’ build and muscle power are all so diverse. What one person might
find easy to do another will struggle with. The only competition is with yourself and your desire to extend
yourself as far as you can go.

This month I thought I'd touch on diet as this is an important part of keeping fit. To keep the body healthy the
brain needs to be healthy too and foods especially good for the brain are green leaf veg – the darker green
the better. However because they are fat soluble they need to be eaten with some fats so don't feel guilty
about putting a knob of butter on your kale. The brain is also a glucose-greedy organ but try to get your
glucose from natural sugars such as fruit instead of refined sugar products.

As well as food the brain needs exercise. Cognitive skills can be improved by mental stimulation like puzzles
and problem solving but it also benefits greatly from outward pressure stimulating the blood flow. If you are
ambitious, the best way is to do a headstand but if that's a bit daunting then try just putting the top of your
head on the floor and raising your body up onto your feet. If that's too hard then any way you can think of to

APRIL WEATHER

Michael  Allen

This is the month when the clocks go back! On the 7th April,  we get back to where we were before last
September. We do this by re-labelling 4 am on 7th as 3 am! The obvious benefit is that you get an extra
hour of partying before you have to go home and get ready for work on the Monday.  (Or an extra hour
of sleep, if you prefer). Anyone who is up at 6 am knows the reason: Hours of daylight have been getting
less each day, by at least a couple of minutes, for some while now as the southern hemisphere angles
away from the sun. It’s not that Planet Earth is a lot further from the sun than it was in December, it’s just
that the tilt of the earth, tilts us here in the south further away. But this means that just in the last month,
at 2 + minutes a day, we have lost over an hour. The sun rises later and sets earlier than it did even
yesterday. And it doesn’t get as high in the sky either. By setting the clocks back, we lose those extended
evenings but we gain daylight in the morning when our early risers will no longer have to put the lights
on to make breakfast.

Another effect of tilt of the Earth’s axis is that less heat per m2 has been reaching the southern
hemisphere because it’s had to travel a greater distance through the atmosphere than it did in late
December. And so it gets cooler as well. Here in Laingholm, the mean temperature was 22.1ºC in
January, 20.9ºC in February, 19.6ºC in March and 17.3ºC in April 2018. In these southern temperate
latitudes we may notice that, in April, the low-pressure regions of the atmosphere start to come up from
the Great Southern Ocean more often than down from the tropics. This is part of the great process
whereby the heat that falls on Planet Earth gets re-distributed, sometimes with great turbulence in the
atmosphere (which, in terms of weather, is only about 10km thick). In April last year we had wind speeds
up to 33 km/hr, 22 days of rain (which gave the Waitakeres in excess of 167 mm of useful water) and
only 8 dry days. Still, we did get 125 hours of sunshine.
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811 8692, 021 301 575
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FREE
RECYCLE
SEWING
CLASS
If you are interested in making clothes

for your family, a table cloth or two
(plus napkins!), covers, cushions etc.

from recycled or new fabrics,
TXT or phone Christina Howe on

021 110 4999
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Auckland Transport has existed for as long as the Auckland super city. And the time may have arrived for its
future to be reconsidered. To understand why a trip down memory lane is required.

AT’s predecessor, the Auckland Regional Transport Authority, came into being in 2004. Then Local
Government Minister Chris Carter said that one of the reasons for ARTA’s formation was “confused decision
making, which has resulted from an inefficient and cumbersome governance structure with too many bodies
involved in it”. And so the decision was made to centralise control of parts of Auckland’s transport system.

ARTA’s role was to integrate transport planning in the Auckland Region, and its goal was an efficient and
sustainable network providing modal choice. It was to operate and improve the passenger rail network and
to design and operate bus and ferry services.

One area it did not have jurisdiction over was local roads. They were to continue to be the preserve of local
authorities.

The perception at the time, at least in Wellington, was that Auckland’s diverse Councils could not
coordinate development in a way which benefited the region as a whole. But I don’t accept that this was the
case. In 2000 all the local authorities and the Auckland Regional Council managed to agree on the Auckland
Regional Passenger Transport Action Plan, a document that foreshadowed the double tracking and
electrification of the rail system as well as the roll out of light rail.

Everything was agreed. It was only the election of John Banks as Auckland Mayor in 2001 and the calculated
removal of part of the network from consideration that destroyed the business case for light rail. And now
17 years later we again have plans for light rail. If only the original plans had been kept to.

ARTA then morphed into Auckland Transport with the creation of the super city. But unlike ARTA AT was
given nearly complete powers over all of Auckland’s transport systems. This was actually contrary to what
the Royal Commission on Auckland’s Governance had recommended. Under ARTA, councils retained control
over local roads. But the Government decided on the recommendation of then Minister Steven Joyce that
the whole transport system should be handed over to AT. Interestingly business interests preferred Joyce’s
decision and the ARC and various local authorities preferred that an elected body had decision making
power. But Joyce went with business interests’ preference.

Why is it time to rethink AT’s role? Because in my view it is not brave enough to make the really significant
changes that our future requires, and it is not sufficiently receptive to fulfil local desires and aspirations.

It has fronted some good stuff. The City Rail Link is now under way although I think that history will show
that Len Brown and the old ARC deserve the most praise. There will still be a time before its opening when
the rail system’s capacity has maxed out and security guards will have to be stationed at Britomart to
manage the crowds but it will be opened. And then Auckland’s passenger rail system’s usage will soar as
people realise how easy and efficient it has become.

Although the scale is still not huge compared to international models. The underground part will be 3.4
kilometres long. In Shanghai over 25 years the Chinese authorities have constructed over 600 kilometres of
underground rail.

It has also championed the reintroduction of light rail although it would have helped if the communication
of this to Auckland Council had been better.

The Future of Auckland Transport
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And I am pleased to see the inner city is becoming increasingly pedestrianised. Civilised cities overseas do
this as a matter of course. It is good that AT now realises that this sort of change can work here too.

But AT has dropped the ball on other projects and has taken some really backward steps. For instance, the
latest draft Auckland Regional Transport Plan had to be extensively rewritten at the Government’s and
Council’s insistence because even though there were nice words about the importance of walking and
cycling in the draft the proposed spend in these areas was going backward at a rate of knots when it should
have been accelerating.

And statistics concerning safety and congestion have both dramatically worsened over the past eight years.
Although the country’s safety record has worsened, Auckland’s has deteriorated to a much greater extent.

Recent decisions to disestablish the Walking and Cycling Unit as well as the Urban Design unit are very
retrograde. In my view, in a perfect world, a concentration on urban form, one which reduces reliance on the
use of the private vehicle, would be the start, middle and end of all design processes. Addressing
congestion by building more roads is something that has been done for decades, and shown to have failed
for decades.

And increasing passenger fares for Hop card holders by up to 6% for students and young people out west
wanting to travel to the inner cities is so retrograde. Now is the time that we should be supporting and
promoting passenger transport usage, not choking it off. Maybe AT was not to blame. But if it was Council
wrestling with this problem you can be assured there would have been much less finger pointing.

So maybe it is time for Auckland Transport to be brought back into Council or at least significant parts of its
business. And, for the planning of transport to be completely integrated into the planning of the city form.

It is the little things, such as wanting to fell iconic pohutukawa to widen a road, or not being responsive to
local desires and wishes, that really annoy and rankle. The Point Chevalier Pohutukawa needed an AT Board
reprieve to save them. Out west, the local board has had to be continuously vigilant to make sure that local
trees are not lost to “network efficiency”.

Also in the Waitakere Ranges the issue of weeds in the road corridor is a major concern. The basic problem
is there is just not the budget applied to do anything about them. Regional Parks and private landowners
are doing what they can to keep the weed menace at bay. But it is heart breaking to see that good work
being undone by the rampant spread of weeds along roadways.

The local boards have an unenviable task: We are at the receiving end of public frustration with transport
issues. We dutifully accept them and forward them to AT only to see them disappear for months on end
before seeing a reply. And we raise concerns about the budgets needed for local environmental issues, but
get told that the budget is needed for tarmac.

So perhaps it is a time for AT to be brought back into Council. The original reason for its predecessor’s
creation, that Auckland was too divided politically, no longer applies to the Super City.

Of course regional matters such as the rail network and the motorway network, as well as the management
of arterial routes, will continue to need a high-level regional approach.

But so many transport decisions have local place-making implications. Surely it is time for these decisions
to be brought under direct democratic control. And surely, in creating a better city, we need to start with
what is best for our urban form, not what AT thinks is best to improve the flow of cars.

The super city is approaching its ninth year of operation. Now is a good time to review its structure and talk
about how things are going. And make changes to improve things. I think the future of Auckland Transport
as well as the other Council Controlled Organisations should be the first topic discussed during any such
review. And that it is time for it to be brought firmly back under democratic control with its mandate being
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KEN TURNER

Ken Turner

April already, and despite a run of great summer weather, winter is coming, which brings me back to
my favourite subject of cleaning out the storm-water drains. And despite ‘sweet very little’ evidence of
increased roadside maintenance I haven’t eased off in my efforts to simply get the drains cleaned.

I met with two Auckland Transport staff and, accompanied by Fulton Hogan’s western area manager, we
spent a full afternoon driving around the area looking at drains in desperate need of maintenance.

Prior to this meeting I invited people via Facebook to suggest locations which were good examples of
no maintenance over a long period.

Thanks to everyone who made suggestions, unfortunately we could not view them all. We drove from
Waitakere to Huia and stopped many times on the way. Cesspits with shrubs growing out of them and
drains growing bushes 1.8 metres high were indefensible examples of no maintenance for years. Here’s
hoping we see some action.

Although the purpose of the meeting was operational maintenance, I took them to Victory Road,
Laingholm (as requested by several people) and looked at the capital expense Auckland Transport must
recognise to rebuild this road.

Auckland Transport is acutely aware of the scale, cost and urgency to rebuild Victory Road. We parked
at the Warner Park Road intersection and walked the worst part of Victory Road. AT promised to seal
the gaping cracks in the road surface and foot paths: This has been done (in the worst places) but in a
very temporary manner.

AT also said that they were negotiating with the private landowners who are affected by slips on the
high side of the road (the majority of the slips are actually on Road property), inferring everything was
in hand. I’m disappointed to report that I have been and visited these property owners and they are far
less confident that things will be fixed shortly.
I have reported this back to Auckland Transport.

The two slips on Huia Road and the one on Whatipu Road are all at some stage in the process of being
repaired, with work having started to stop storm-water penetrating subgrade on the road subsidence
by the Huia Fire Station.

AT Western division submitted a request for 3.2 million to carry out these three jobs but was only
allocated half of that.

The local board had its first workshop regarding budget priorities for the 19/20 financial year and I
have advocated strongly at every chance for money to be directed to practical outcomes.
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DOG GROOMER IN LAINGHOLM

No need to travel any further than you have to!

Kind, patient and caring groomer with your fur
babies.

Safe and peaceful environment.

Relaxed atmosphere and happy experience.

Flexible with hours, drop offs and pickups.

Full grooms, mini grooms, face tidies, bath, blow-dry and spritzers to freshen up.

Currently grooming small to medium sized doggies.

Muttcuts is based in Western Road, Laingholm.

Contact Ronnie-Phone 098177098 or 0210308419
muttcuts@xtra.co.nz or search facebook: Muttcuts dog grooming
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Another great festival is Chinese New Year. This
celebration gave us another chance to make more
masks, this time we made pig mask’s to celebrate
‘Chinese New Year’, the year of the Pig. Our creative
art continued with lanterns, dragons and clay pigs.

A further activity to strengthen this cultural
opportunity was to make pork dumplings for
everyone to share.

Celebrating the cultures within our kōhungahunga
are embedded guiding principles of our
Envioschools. Respect for the Diversity of People
and Cultures acknowledges the unique gifts,
contributions and perspectives of individuals and
groups, reinforcing the need for participatory
decision-making in Enviroschools.

The start of the year brings festivals and
traditions to be celebrated.

One festival which is celebrated at
kōhungahunga (kindergarten) is ‘Setsuban.’

This is a Japanese festival that marks the change in
season’s from winter to spring in Japan. Soy beans
are thrown at people wearing the ‘Setsuban’
mask’s, to ward away any bad luck. This festival
signifies the bringing of good fortune and good
luck to all families.

Olive wearing her Setsuban

Sadie’s very cute pig.

Enrol at kindergarten today! Go to our website:
www.aka.org.nz/laingholm-kindergarten

He taonga rongonui te aroha ki te tangata
Goodwill towards others is a precious treasure
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Some of the beach cleaners

Dress up day

Time for an ice cream

As part of Sea Week,
we decided to take a
trip to Cornwallis
Beach and pick up
any rubbish we could
find. Laingholm
( Kōh u n g a h u n g a )
Kindergarten is a
GreenGold
Enviroschools and we
want to keep New
Zealand as clean and
pristine as we can.
We had an amazing
turn out for this
year’s Beach Clean
Up. There were 65 of
us in total. We found
some interesting
items and will now
use the rubbish to
make a statement art
piece. We rewarded
our efforts with an ice
cream treat at the end
of the beach clean.

Beach Clean

There is always great
excitement around Book
Week. During the
week we have a dress up
day and the Kōhungahunga
(Kindergarten) looks a little
different, the teachers look
a little different and the
tamariki look a little
different, all dressed up as
any character they like.
Book Week is a true
celebration of the written
word. Having experiences
such as these helps to
develop an expectation that
words and books can
amuse, delight, comfort,
illuminate, inform, and
excite.
Another aim of Book Week
is to sell as many books as
possible and raise some
much needed credit on our
scholastic account.

Beach Week

Enrol at kindergarten today! Go to our website:
www.aka.org.nz/laingholm-kindergarten

He taonga rongonui te aroha ki te tangata
Goodwill towards others is a precious treasure
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Delicious flavours, dance, music and fun are set to excite Auckland’s senses at the 20th Auckland
International Cultural Festival, brought to the city by Auckland Council.

Auckland International Cultural Festival 2019
Sunday 7 April 2019, 10am-5pm

Mt Roskill War Memorial Park
Free entry

For a full sensory journey around the world, sample
South East Mediterranean Nomadic cuisine,
Hungarian goulash, Malaysian street food, Chilean
delights, Ethiopian coffee, French crepes and
traditional Indian yoghurt drinks.

For the feisty flavours of Spain, visit the stalls of
Sabores, Toro Churro and Paella Pan among others.
And take your taste-buds to Japan for the fresh,
piquant subtlety of Japanese seafood from Ginza
Takoyaki and Osaka Soul.

The range of food on offer at Auckland
International Cultural Festival is as vast as the
entertainment line-up.

See and hear a beautiful collision of
Māori and Pacific cultures in
segments from Sharu Delilken’s
Dominion Road Musical and witness
another profound tapestry of
intercultural music from Ethno New
Zealand whose young artists bring
traditional music alive.

Asia brings back the ever-popular
Mr. Mask, a traditional Chinese face-
changing opera, and the astonishing
Tamashii Taiko Drummers.

From Europe the Dalmation Cultural Society brings
the delightful Tarara Folklore Ensemble and from
Africa crowds will enjoy art and drumming
workshops and cross-cultural music brought to the
festival by the talented Marvin Kimata.

New activities this year also include Hunger Ball, a
bouncy form of football with multiple goals that
becomes a smash-hit wherever it goes. Hunger Ball
is brought to the festival by ‘Refugees as Survivors’,
a group who were instrumental 20 years ago in
establishing the first Auckland International Cultural
Festival.

Councillor Cathy Casey, who was
born and raised in Scotland, is
looking forward to joining in the
festivities and celebrating the multi-
cultural richness of our city.
“Auckland International Cultural
Festival is to be congratulated for
marking this 20-year milestone.
Each year it creates a wonderful
opportunity for people to share in
the many different and vibrant
cultures that make up Tāmaki
Makaurau,” she says.

Auckland International Cultural

Enjoy food from every continent, experience dance, music
and costumes from 56 countries, and see the kids kick off
their shoes and play fun games in the have-a-go zone, all in
one place and on one day.
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Some dates will live forever in history.
On September 11 2001 terrorists flew
hijacked aircraft into the buildings of the
World Trade Centre in New York. Today
we refer to it simply as 9-11.

On December 7 1941 Japanese aircraft
attacked the US base at Pearl Harbour in
Hawaii. “ A day which will live in infamy”
in the words of the then US President
Franklin Roosevelt.

Now we have our own day of infamy:
March 15 2019, when 50 innocent men,
women and children were slaughtered
by a gunman as they prayed peacefully
in their mosques in Christchurch. It
appears that just one person was at the
centre of this atrocity and, thanks to two
courageous police officers, he is now in
custody, waiting to be tried.

We are all shocked to the core. We have
read about such happenings overseas
but never thought that anything like this
could happen in peaceful little New
Zealand. Well it has, and maybe our
innocence is lost forever.

It is important to remember that this is a
hate crime. Religion doesn't come into it.
It's all about intolerance and not
accepting that other people have
different views on how to live their lives
and how they perceive God.

So how do we resist such darkness ?
With tolerance, understanding and
acceptance. They are qualities I see all the
time in the communities served by the
Roundabout. But we must be on our
guard at all times and resist the forces of
division and intolerance.

In the hours following the shooting, the
Laingholm Fire Brigade raised the NZ
flag on the flagpole outside the
community hall in Victory Road. It
remained flying throughout the week,
flood-lit at night as is the tradition when
flags are flown in the hours of darkness.
But it was also a symbol of a light in the

darkness and it was pleasing to see that many residents voiced their approval on social media and
some placed flowers at the base.

Let our free flag fly on and may there always be light to overcome darkness.

Graeme Booth M.N.Z.M.
Chairman
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CLOTHING ALTERATIONS
Ladies, Mens, Mending, Repairs, 40 years experience.

Anything considered.
Phone Annette 817 4505

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT

WE NEED YOUR CANS
Your aluminium cans are useful to us

Please put them in the bin beside
the Laingholm Fire Station.

The cans are recycled and the
money raised helps to fund
the Laingholm Fire Brigade’s
Medical First Response Work.

Community Notice Board

COUNSELLING

EMERGENCY: Police, Fire, Ambulance 111
COMMUNITY CONSTABLE 817 0040
HENDERSON POLICE STATION 839 0600
LAINGHOLM FIRE STATION 817 5475
HUIA FIRE STATION 811 8885
ELECTRICAL FAULTS  0508 832 867
WATERCARE  442 2222
AUCKLAND COUNCIL 301 0101

TITIRANGI MEDICAL CENTRE  817 8069
HEALTH NEW LYNN  827 8888
INTEGRATED MEDICAL CENTRE 817 6772
TITIRANGI HERBAL DISPENSARY 817 7102
MEALS ON WHEELS   828 5812
VILLAGE DENTAL CARE  817 8012
TOUGHLOVE GROUP  624 4364
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS 0508 425266

LAINGHOLM PRIMARY SCHOOL 817 8874
TITIRANGI RUDOLF STEINER SCHOOL 817 4386
LAINGHOLM KINDERGARTEN 817 4372
LAINGHOLM PLAYCENTRE 817 3489
LAINGHOLM BREAKFAST CLUB 817 4886
WOODLANDS PARK BREAKFAST CLUB 817 6922
LAINGHOLM AFTERSCHOOL CARE 390 8828

LAINGHOLM BAPTIST CHURCH 817 4323
CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU 0800 367 222

818 8634

CARL HARDING 811 8672
DAVE LAWRENCE 817 7026
UNA RYAN, Marriage Celebrant 811 8840
TED TURNER, (by appointment) 817 3073

SERVICES

HEALTH & WELL-BEING

EDUCATION

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE
QSM, Funeral Celebrant

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS
5th  May 2019

The Mobile Library makes a monthly visit
to Huia on the first Sunday of each month.

Huia (beside the store)   1.30 to 4.00 pm

WOODLANDS PARK SCHOOL HALL
Phone 817 5140

LOOKING FOR A SPACE TO USE?
Beautiful facilities for hire. Laingholm Primary
School Hall and Community Room are
available for private or community group use.
Community Room is $15 per Hour and the Hall
is $40 per hour.
Use of kitchen $8 per hour.
Phone School Office 817 8874

LAINGHOLM VILLAGE HALL
Refurbished and refreshed after a long closure
is now available for hire.
For details phone 817 9175

HUIA HALL FOR RENT
Lovely environment, easy parking, reasonable
rates. Accommodates 100.
Contact: Huia Hall Managers 021 142 0563
or Email: bookinghuiahall@gmail.com

FOSTER BAY HALL FOR HIRE
The Huia Fishing and Family Club,
48 Foster Bay Avenue.
Phone Diane Goodley,  811 8721

HALLS FOR HIRE

SHUTTLES
For North Shore, Auckland and Greenlane
Hospitals, phone 0800 809342 option 5
For Waitakere Hospital and other medical
appointments:
phone St.John’s Health Shuttle 0800 000606
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Your company, big or small, could be
advertised in ‘The Roundabout’.

For as little as $23 a month we will carry
your message into 1900 households between

Titirangi and Whatipu.
See page 4 for details or contact

our advertising manager at
<roundaboutadverts@gmail.com>
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Your Advertisement could appear here!

It would only cost you $27

to reach 1900 homes between

Titirangi and Whatipu
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IT’S ALL ABOUT TEAM WORK, EXPERIENCE AND SUCCESS!
Bayleys Titirangi 

Victoria Turner
027 2244 892

Bayleys Real Estate Ltd Titirangi. Licensed under the REA Act 2008

Living and 
selling

locally in
your area

CALL US!
We can add 

value to 
your sale!

400 Titirangi Road, Titirangi. T 817 0101

Jeannette Young-Smith
0275 826 640


