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MANAGING COMMITTEE FOR THE ROUNDABOUT

Chairman: Graeme Booth        Treasurer:  Doreen Sunman
Secretary:  Anya  Veryaskina           Accounts: Gina Towl
Coordinator: Michael Allen           Printer:  Neil Thomas
Advertising: Keith Towl         Production:  Kevin Gill
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LETTERS AND ARTICLES FOR PUBLISHING

Before  any  letter  or  article  can  be  printed,  the  Management
Committee  for  the  Roundabout  must  have  the  writer’s  full
address  and  contact  details.  Only  the  author’s  name  will  be
published.  Anonymous  articles  or  those with  just  pseudonyms
will not be published.

COPYRIGHT

All  Roundabout  material  is  copyright.  Items  may  be
reproduced  provided  that  the  source  is  acknowledged
and the author’s permission obtained.
EDITORIAL RIGHTS

The articles, letters and advertisements appearing in this
magazine do not necessarily represent the opinion of the
Management  Committee  for  the  Roundabout  or  their
helpers, or  the  committees  that  they  represent. Whilst
every  endeavour  is  made  to  print  the  truth,  the
Management  Committee  for  the    Roundabout  can
accept  no  responsibility  for  any  printed  article  or
advertisement printed herein. The responsibility for each
  article  or  advertisement  remains  with  the  group,  or

person, or persons who submitted them for publication. As
with all newspapers and magazines, we reserve the right to
edit  where necessary. This is to protect ourselves and you,
the contributor, from any action that could be taken, and
to keep the tone of our publication high. Editing is done by
the Roundabout production team. All political adverts will
be reviewed by the Editorial Committee. Advertisers should
be aware that the liability of the Roundabout Management
Committee  for  any  errors  of  omission  or  commission  is
limited  to  the  refund  of  any money which  the  advertiser
may  have  paid  for  the  appearance  of  the  offending
advertisement in any issue of the Roundabout.

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION

The  Roundabout  is  delivered  door-to-door,  free  of  charge  by
volunteers  in  the  immediate Laingholm, Parau, Cornwallis and Huia
areas. We are happy to mail copies outside the free delivery area at a
cost of $30 for ten issues (March to December). However, the latest
issue can be found at 

OUR NEXT ISSUE
The next publication date is 3rd July 2019

The deadline for ALL copy is Monday
24th June

PAYMENT
Invoices for advertisements appearing in the
Roundabout will be sent monthly by the
Roundabout Society. They may be paid via
internet banking to:

Kiwibank Account No. 38-9017-0529446-00

Prompt  payment  is  always apprecia t ed

MONTHLY ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES

FULL PAGE (180 x 267 mm)                    $91

HALF PAGE (180 x 132 mm)                    $47

THIRD PAGE Tall or wide(180 x 88 mm)    $36

QUARTER PAGE (89 x 132 mm)              $29

COVER ADVERT (89 x 54 mm)              $27

SIXTH PAGE (89 x 88 mm)                    $23

CLASSIFIED (Up to five lines)                   $10

CLASSIFIED (Each additional line)        $2

ADVERTISING ARTWORK AND/OR ARTICLES

When  preparing  these,  please  maintain  a  dense  black
image  for  line  work.  We  prefer  to  have  artwork  and
articles  submitted  electronically.  Please  outline  all  fonts
where  possible  and  email  a  *.docx  or  high  resolution
  *.pdf  or  *.jpg  file  to
theroundabout.editorial@gmail.com,  including the word
‘copy’ somewhere in the subject line:

Contact Phone No: 817-4658
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School Holiday Programme
Monday July 8th—Friday July 19th

Join us for Game Show fun, art & crafts, baking, sports and
more. Details online soon. Don’t miss out!!

Standard Programme 9am—3pm
(Before and After Care available)

We are a MSD Approved Provider and WINZ subsidies are
available to eligible families .

Enrolments open: 9am Tuesday 11th June
Call 817 7448 or email: admin@titirangihouse.co.nz for

further details.
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Titirangi
Village

Post
Office

Church Titirangi
Medical
Centre

WE ARE
HERE

We are a family centred surgery offering
a full range of general practice services

for you and your family.

Open 8.00 am to 6.00 pm
Weekdays

Here at Green Bay Barbers we want to
serve the community and the wider

West Auckland catchment.

So next time pop into Green Bay Barbers
for a haircut for the whole family:

Mum and Dad, Girls and Boys
OUR HOURS ARE:

GODLEY ROA D

Va
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d

GODLEY ROA D
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up
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St

Local
Liquor

New World
Supermarket

WE ARE
HERE

Monday closed
Tuesday to Friday: 9.30 am to 5.30 pm
Late night Wednesday: 9.30 am to 7pm

Late Night Thursday 9.30 am to 7pm
Saturdays: 9.00 am to 5 pm

PHONE 09 827 6526
Greenbaybarbers@facebook.com
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WOODLANDS PARK SCHOOL

Our Stories, told by us

Welcoming our new Principal, Mrs. Stephenson - By Charlie

On Monday 29 April, a very special and formal event took place at
Woodlands Park School. As I and the rest of the school took our seats,
students on the floor faced the raised stage with chairs assembled at the
top and teachers on either side of us.

Some teenage past students from Mrs. Stephenson’s old school, filed into
the hall and performed a greeting haka. We all felt our hearts beat fast
when the loud singing started. We then felt welcome with
Mrs. Stephenson when the calm, clear voices sounded.

Mrs. Stephenson, our new Principal took a seat on the stage, with her
husband sitting on one side and her son on the other. Local Principals,
D.Ps and teachers as well as many parents of students Mrs. Stephenson had taught,
previously came to officially “hand her over to us”. Then the Deputy Principal from Mrs. Stephenson’s old school

stood up and made a speech that was funny and heartwarming. After his speech,
we felt a sense of pride to have Mrs. Stephenson in our school, she stood up and
picked up the microphone! Everyone looked up and acknowledged her happily.
She then recognized and thanked everyone for how they eagerly welcomed her
as Principal into Woodlands Park School. All the students are looking forward to
getting to know Mrs. Stephenson!

Interviewing our new Principal - By Anya
Mrs. Stephenson recently arrived at Woodlands Park School to become the Principal here and I had the
privilege of interviewing her in her office on Friday 10 May. Mrs. Stephenson was born in Invercargill and grew
up in Christchurch, but in her early twenties she was offered a job so she moved up to West Auckland, where
she has lived ever since.

When she was 10 years old Mrs. Stephenson decided she wanted to be a teacher. She loved to pretend to be in
a classroom and would teach her three younger siblings Maths, Reading, and Science. “On my 10th birthday my
mum and dad gave me a blackboard and chalk and I would practice being a bossy teacher to my brothers and
sister.” Nowadays one brother lives in Hamilton and another in Christchurch and her sister also lives in the
South Island. At one point Mrs. Stephenson had a dream to be a TV presenter and she also thought about
working in outdoor education but luckily for us teaching won out!

Continued overleaf...

Inside this report

Mrs. Stephenson:

- Welcome Assembly

- Student interview

Pink Shirt Day
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Pink shirt day - By Haleemah
On the 17th was pink shirt day, pink shirt day is
when everybody wears a pink shirt to stop
bullying. I arrived at school and immediately
saw a big sea of pink (ouch my eyes!) and then I
remembered I was wearing pink and
remembered the cause.

The rest of the day was normal. There was a lot
of pink but after morning tea senior syndicate
was called to a classroom for a talk with our
new Principal. Mrs. Stephenson chose two
people per class to do an experiment with her. One of them was me. She gave me and the other person a glass and we
filled it up with water. We came back and she then asked us to hold onto the glass of water with one hand while she
talks. Piece of cake! So I thought…

But it was sooooooooooo hard! It felt like it got heavier and heavier. Mrs. Stephenson spoke to us about mental health
and how to stay mentally healthy. She talked about connecting with the environment and people and taking notice of
things, giving time to others and the importance of learning and staying active. After a bit of time she checked in on
me and the other person. She then got everybody to talk to a partner about why in the beginning it was so light and
now why it felt so heavy. Some people said because we put water in it and some said because we were “holding it for a
while”.

She then asked us what we thought. I said that it’s just like holding onto negative emotions. It gets harder and
harder and we become weighted down—the glass would get heavier and heavier because of how long we were
holding onto it. She said that was bang on right. She demonstrated perfectly to us all about the importance of
letting go of negative things that people may say to us because it doesn’t make us feel good. She helped us to realise
to forgive and move on. She then took the glass from our hand. And our hands were free!

Pink shirt day was overall a fun day and I think we should all participate in it next year.

“Kindness is one size fits all!”

Mrs. Stephenson’s goal for quite a long time has been to be a Principal so she has spent the last 5 years as
Deputy Principal at Blockhouse Bay Intermediate and Swanson Primary School. During that time she has also worked
with the Springboard Trust, studying for her Masters in Educational leadership and leading
professional development in her previous school. She had lots of fun and loved her time at these schools and then she
found our school. “When I saw Woodlands Park advertised I was very excited because I know this school has a
wonderful vision and an amazing environment.” I appreciated this comment as I think our location in the bush is very
beautiful too.

Mrs. Stephenson is really looking forward to getting to know all 394 children in our school and hearing all about their
goals. She feels it is very important “that teaching and learning is very relevant, engaging and fun and that everybody
gets a chance to grow and keep learning.” She feels the best part so far has been that
everybody has been so friendly and wherever she is in the school, people come up to chat with her.
Mrs. Stephenson said something to me that I think is a very special compliment for Woodlands Park:

“Everybody has a real sense of connection, of whanau, family, that they value each other and people are very
kind. There is a wonderfully unique community spirit amongst students, parents, and teachers. I’m very, very
blessed to be here- I feel I’ve landed in a beautiful place.” I am so glad that I was able to speak with
Mrs. Stephenson and I’m very, very happy that she is our Principal.
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KEN TURNER
Well June already, I forgot to prepare an article for last month as I was
carried away by the holiday mode, what with Easter and Anzac Day
being so close to each other.
But it’s good to see there’s been practical progress with road repairs in
our area over the last 2 months. Both slips on Huia Road have
construction teams at work and repairs are well underway.
The slip towards the far end of Whatipu Road, now has temporary traffic
lights in place. The good thing about this is it keeps the project active on
Auckland Transport’s books and won’t become a case of out-of-sight
and out-of-mind.

There is obviously movement on
Victory Road (excuse the pun).
A new person has stepped into AT’s Elected Members Relationship
Manager role and one of his first moves was to re-establish a ‘weekly
roadwork activity and traffic restrictions summary’. Really good to have,
but it is only a summary. This last week of May it showed “Warner Park
Avenue (Victory Road to Laingholm Drive)” as getting road maintenance
starting 27 May and finishing 14 June. Under ‘Impact’ it states “road
closures from 7 AM to 7 PM.
AT has presented to the board a modified option for the work they
propose for Piha Road. I really want to see this very large Piha work get
done and finished, as I believe with that out of the way, we have a better
chance of getting AT to undertake serious reconstruction of Victory Road.

On a disappointing note, someone keeps throwing fish offal and carcasses
onto our beaches and water front’s where people swim. This has been
occurring at Little Huia, particularly by the lone boat shed below the old
Huia School House, and complaints have been lodged with Council.
Sunday 26 last month I photographed fish heads and frames that had
obviously been thrown from the Huia Bridge into the Dam Road estuary.
This is not on, these people obviously don’t want this rubbish polluting
their own backyard, any more than we wanted it in ours. If you encounter
anyone doing this please get a Rego number and photos if possible and

send or text them to me at 0210666262. Ken Turner
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GE OR GE  WAD S WOR TH  &  IAN  J OH N S ON

Book Reviews
Memory Pieces,
by Maurice Gee (Victoria University Press, 2018)
– Now aged 87, Maurice Gee is one of New
Zealand’s most renowned authors, having written
novels, short stories and a number of famous
children’s books (most notably, ‘Under the Mountain’
which also became a 1980’s TV series and then a
movie in 2009). He is best known for the Plumb
Trilogy, a series of novels published 1978 to 1983,
that followed the Plumb family over 3 generations.
This book is a memoir in three distinct parts.
The first part, ‘Double Unit’, is told in the third
person and focuses on his parents Lyndahl and Len,
their rich family background (particularly the
Chapple family, Lyndahl’s parents and siblings), their
meeting and raising a young family of 3 boys,
including Maurice, during the 1930s Great
Depression. They lived mainly in the semi-rural
Henderson of the 1930s and 1940s and seems to be
their most settled time as a family. Gee reproduces
some his mother’s writings (most that were never
published) which she started while raising a family.
The saddest part is her later decline in health and
her hidden struggle with life in general.
The second part, ‘Blind Road’, Gee writes about his
first 18 years in the form of memories and anecdotes
about his childhood and youth, family and
neighbours. It was as a teenager that an elderly
neighbour introduced him to the novels of Charles
Dickens and the world of literature. The most vivid
writing in this section is about his roaming almost at
will in the Henderson area. The writing in this section
is the most absorbing and gripping, an adventure
story in its own right! There is a little overlap with
the first part but as ‘Blind Road’ is written in the first
person this works well.

‘Running on the Stairs’ is the third part and relates
the story of his wife’s family. Margaretha Garden left
Sweden for New Zealand as a baby with her mother
to escape WW2. She met Maurice Gee when they
were both working as librarians in Wellington. This
part of the memoir does not seem to have the
intensity of the earlier sections but is a gentle and
warm recording of those times.
It will be interesting to see whether Gee publishes a
further volume of memoirs, maybe with the
emphasis on his adult writing life. This book would
certainly provide a solid personal background for

such a volume. But ‘Memory Pieces’ would stand
alone as a superbly written memoir by a great New
Zealand author.
Gotti’s Rules
The Story of John Alite,Junior Gotti and the
demise of the American Mafia
by George Anastasia
John Gotti , the father of Junior Gotti was the head of
the Gambino Mafia New York family. .After the
imprisonment of John , Junior became the head, but
he was not half the man that his father was. John
Alite was the right hand hit man for Junior. The
author tells the story of the Gotti family and their
involvement with drugs, murders, racketeering ,
fraud and so on . He had access to many records and
the book tells the story of John Alite, who
committed several murders , spent two years in the
hell hole of a Brazilian prison before being deported
to America, where he did a deal to turn state’s
evidence and avoid a life sentence. The amount of
money these gangsters made is unbelievable, their
treachery to each other reinforces the old saying that
“there is no honour among thieves”, and the rules
they were supposed to have lived by seem
laughable -   if the consequences of not obeying
them were not so serious. Two rules as a taster:
“Whenever possible , underlings must take the
weight of a crime pending against Gotti and his
family” And Whenever possible, use demeaning
nicknames to describe underlings. It establishes who
is in charge and who is subservient” -Ring any bells?
As a complete contrast,
Nino and Me . My unusual Friendship with
Justice Antonin Scalia
by Bryan A Garner
Totally removed from the Gotti’s is Justice Scalia ,
the first Italian- American to be appointed as a
Justice of the Supreme Court of America. Bryan
Garner is an eminent legal scholar grammarian .and
the editor of more than twenty books. He is liberal
and Justice Scalia is conservative. Both had a lifelong
love for the English language. What started as a
request for an interview ended as an enduring
friendship. This memoir tells the story of that
friendship – warts and all. They co -authored two
books ,”Making Your Case and Reading Law” The
memoir is an affectionate tale about Justice Scalia,
the man, and a different perspective of him emerges
from the gruff , sometimes difficult , but principled
person who was a member of the Supreme Court for
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811 8692, 021 301 575
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Happenings in our Community
ADRIENNE PEEKJUNE 2019

This month something a little different. With thanks to Graeme

Notes on Cornwallis Beach
by a volunteer sexton - May 2019

Over the last three years or so, on regular walks with my wife, I’ve encountered and buried the following
animals and birds:

 1 Two black swans, one within weeks of the other.  One was perched upside down in the Pohutukawa by
the wall halfway down the beach, its head dangling down.  It may have been put there out of reach
of dogs, but many passing walkers must have ignored the powerful whiff of decay exuded, for days.  I
returned the next day with a shovel to bury it.  The other was dead on the beach, similarly ignored.

 2 A possum, victim of poisoning presumably, laid out on a Pohutukawa branch near the Phoenix palm,
skin bald, gusts of wind wafting a putrid stench around it.  Fortunately, its tail was still attached to act
as a handle.

 3 A seal pup last year, possibly the one that threatened my wife as she unwittingly stepped between it
and the sea, by the cliffs beyond the Firebreak Rd access path to the beach.  A sad and unusual sight,
buried with dignity.  I’ve seen a tagged adult seal at the far end of the beach before the wharf, and
photographed a small colony on the wharf side of Puponga Point a couple of years ago.

 4 A tui and female blackbird, a couple of metres apart, on their backs, with no evident signs of injury.
 5 Most recently, the putrefying remains of a black bird, its body missing, too large for a blackbird, more

likely a Pukeko, a rare visitor, and another female blackbird.

I’ve also buried a desiccated storm petrel, found in the bushes next to the toilet at Kaitarakihi, and a small,
putrescent rat that fell out of the Pohutukawa above the bench near the toilet into my wife’s hat.  Shudder!
Questions:

    Does the Park Ranger have any responsibility for dealing with corpses on the beach?
    How did the swans die and where did they come from? There were no obvious signs of injury, such as

might have been inflicted by dogs.  The same with the tui and blackbird.  Black swans are known to
inhabit Western Springs reserve, Puketutu Island, and the scenic reserve at Whatipu.

    Was the seal pup too young to survive separation from the colony? Again, there were no external
signs of injury.



- 19 -       Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society

DOG GROOMER IN LAINGHOLM

No need to travel any further than you have to!

Kind, patient and caring groomer with your fur
babies.

Safe and peaceful environment.

Relaxed atmosphere and happy experience.

Flexible with hours, drop offs and pickups.

Full grooms, mini grooms, face tidies, bath, blow-dry and spritzers to freshen up.

Currently grooming small to medium sized doggies.

Muttcuts is based in Western Road, Laingholm.

Contact Ronnie-Phone 098177098 or 0210308419
muttcuts@xtra.co.nz or search facebook: Muttcuts dog grooming
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Once upon a time there were two puriri trees at the
top of Warner Park Avenue, one on the left and the
other on the right.   The tree on the left still lives
and thrives.  The one on the right has died.

Back in the 1960s, Victory Road was the first in
Laingholm to be sealed.  As  there was no kerbing
and channelling,   the rain water poured off the
roadsides, rather than trickle off through the loose
metal, and that caused a very large slip soon
afterwards.   Perhaps there is
someone who can recall that
slip and tell us more.   There
was another significant slip
in 1992 and it was soon after
that that Victory Road was
kerbed and channelled.   So
that reduced the amount of
rain water that could reach
the puriri on the right.

But something else
happened – weeds.   It’s
hard to see the tree at all
now, but if you peer into the black-eyed susan,
convolvulus and jasmine, there is still a sizeable
trunk.   Around the base are tradescantia and
nasturtium and alongside, woolly nightshade and
brush wattle.  The steep slope and lack of run-off
have suited these plants and they are thriving.  As
the tree died, so did its roots.  The deep roots of
the puriri would have been holding the bank – the
shallow roots of the weeds don’t.  And so the bank
collapsed and widening cracks appeared in Victory

Road above.  Pedestrians can feel the vibrations of
cars, let alone trucks, as they go down the hill.  The
hand rail is contorted as the road and footpath
subside.

More slips followed heavy rain last Christmas and
residents’ concern turned to panic.   Emails were
exchanged between residents, the Local Board and
Auckland Transport.  The cracks were filled with tar
seal and strange numbers in fluoro paint appeared

on the road.

On May 21, I received an email
stating that AT was planning to
build a retaining wall at the top of
Warner Park Avenue before the
end of June.  On May 24 there was
a note in my letter box advising
that work would start on May 27
and would take 3 weeks.   Yay!
  Action at last to save Victory
Road from collapse.   Other

stretches of the road need
attention, too, but at least it’s a

start.

And, I guess, what remains of the puriri will be
removed (and, hopefully, all the weeds, too).  R.I.P.
puriri.   I hope your off- spring will continue to
flourish in Laingholm for many decades to come so
that you won’t be completely forgotten.

Laingholm Local

FREE
RECYCLE
SEWING
CLASS
If you are interested in making clothes

for your family, a table cloth or two
(plus napkins!), covers, cushions etc.

from recycled or new fabrics,
TXT or phone Christina Howe on

021 110 4999

The top of Warner Park Avenue

WE NEED YOUR CANS
Your aluminium cans are useful to us

Please put them in the bin beside
the Laingholm Fire Station.

The cans are recycled and the
money raised helps to fund
the Laingholm Fire Brigade’s
Medical First Response Work.

MOBILE LIBRARY VISITS
2nd June & 7th July 2019

The Mobile Library makes a monthly visit
to Huia on the first Sunday of each month.

Huia (beside the store)   1.30 to 4.00 pm
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EASY BOWL OR POT RECIPES
KUMARA SOUP

30 grams butter or margarine
1 onion - chopped
1 teaspoon crushed garlic
1 tablespoon chopped ginger
¾ teaspoon turmeric
1 kg peeled and chopped kumara
1 litre chicken stock
1 cup cream
½ cup coconut milk

Heat butter and cook onion, garlic, ginger and turmeric for 2-3 minutes, add kumara and stock. Cover
and simmer 20 minutes until the kumara are soft. Add the cream and coconut cream and season to
taste. Serve with chopped parsley.

SMOKED FISH SALAD
900 grams chopped & cooked
potatoes
400 grams chopped smoked fish
or 1 tin of smoked fish
2 handfuls rocket or salad leaves
or chopped cabbage
3 tablespoons capers
1 small chopped onion
Juice and zest of 1 lemon
50 ml olive oil

Put all ingredients into a salad
bowl and season. Toss and serve.

LENTIL CURRY
1 tablespoon coconut or olive oil
1 onion and kumara - diced
2 teaspoons of both crushed garlic and grated ginger
1 packet Exotic green curry paste (available at Countdown)
400 gram can brown lentils
270 ml can of coconut milk
400 gram tin diced tomatoes
1 tablespoon lime juice

Heat the oil, add onion, kumara, garlic and ginger and cook 5-7 mins. Add curry paste, turmeric and
other ingredients except lime juice. Simmer 10-15 minutes, stir in lime juice, season and serve.

FR OM AD R I ENNE PEEK
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Your company, big or small, could be
advertised in ‘The Roundabout’.

For as little as $23 a month we will carry
your message into 1900 households

between Titirangi and Whatipu.
See page 4 for details or contact

our advertising manager at
<roundaboutadverts@gmail.com>
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Purpose
Our pātaka kai prov ides a space for Laingholm
community to share fresh
produce and other
suitable food items. Our
pātaka kai is an example
of thinking globally and
acting locally, by
enhancing a caring,
sharing and sustainable
community. The
underlying principle is
“Take what you need,
share what you can.”
Our pātaka kai offers
multiple benefits such as
supporting the health and nutritional needs of
the community, reducing food waste and
building community aroha, reciprocity and
belonging.
Safe Use
Our pātaka kai accommodates fresh fruit and
garden produce, eggs, and sealed items such

as canned food, and jams, pickles and
preserves.

For health & safety and
cultural reasons, our
pātaka kai is unable to
accommodate fresh meat
or fish products, or fresh
dairy products.
For non-food items such as
clothing and books,
please instead donate to
the local op shop located
at the Laingholm Baptist
Church at 1 Victory Road.
Acknowledgements

Ngā mihi nui (thank you) to community members
who initiated this idea, also Lauren Wallace for
sourcing the pantry frame and Rob Bolus LDCA
Treasurer and Hall Manager for carpentry and
painting.
Volunteers needed
Our pātaka kai now needs passionate

We have been producing and printing the
Roundabout since 1964 and now we have an
online version! The same Roundabout that has
been arriving in your letterbox ten times a year
for all that time can now be found on the web -
in colour!

Just point your browser at:
www.theroundabout.org.nz

Online publication will be delayed
by about two weeks

The print version will be continuing!

Laingholm Pātaka Kai (Community Pantry)
now available at the Laingholm Community Hall.
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Knife Sharpening Service

All types of knives and
bladed tools sharpened.

Sorry no saws
Fast and efficient service with

drop off / pick up arranged at your
convenience

Contact Simon, SGW Knives,
Parau, 0278174000
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It was one of those days every fisho has, when the lines hang limp and dead in the water –
not a bite, not even a twitch. We'd tried everything, berley, every bait and rig we had, drifting,
jiggling, casting out and winding in, but nothing, not even a hungry crab. “I know”, said my
mate, “let's try singing to them”. “Don't be daft” I said but “no” he said, “it works, I've read it
somewhere.  In Iceland they dig a hole in the ice and sing down the hole and it brings the fish
round.“

Oh well, apart from praying we'd tried everything else. “Ok”, I said, “what do we sing?”. “Sea
shanties” suggested my mate but I don't know any so he suggested “Rule Brittania”. “Nah,
that's a patriotic pommy song , kiwi fish won't take any notice of that”, I said. So we settled on
‘Hearts of Oak’, a good lusty song which I might say we gave a very impressive rendering of.
Well the fish were obviously not impressed because nothing happened. “Right”, says my mate,
“what about a religious song?”. “Ok”, I said, “what about Eternal Father strong to Save”, so off
we go in our most reverential and religious voices. We got to “Oh hear us when we cry to
Thee” when my mate's rod bends over. “Yahoo”, he yells “it works!”, and up comes a big trev.
“Great”, he says, “let's sing the next verse” but neither of us knew it so we sang the first verse
again. This time we only got to “Whose arm doth bind the restless Wave” when my rod bends
down to the water and up comes another big trev. By now we were convinced we'd got into a
deeply religious school of trevally so we kept up the religious theme. We sang ‘Jerusalem’,
‘Abide with Me’ and ‘Onward Christian soldiers’ but not another bite did we get. So, just
coincidence or what.......? But just in case I'm definitely going to learn the next two verses of
‘Eternal Father Strong to Save’.

So on to local fishing news which is a bit sparse at the moment. Took the big boat out for an
airing and went right over to the other side of the Purakau Channel. Well that was a dead
loss. We were set upon by masses of that fine red seaweed that collected on hooks, sinkers
and everything else it could latch on to which made it impossible to catch a fish. We moved
about but this flaming stuff was everywhere so we finally came back over to Cornwallis to the
channel behind No7 buoy, caught a measly feed of gurnard, but the outgoing tide was so
strong we decided to hoof home. Engine, which had behaved like a lady all day, refused to
start, worse than a menopausal woman! And the auxiliary wouldn't start either with no
amount of cussing and blaspheming getting us anywhere. Anyhow my mate, who's a dab
hand with engines, managed to get the big engine going and we got home. The old man
reckoned it was something or other to do with the aromatics in the petrol evaporating
because the petrol had sat around too long. So the moral of the story is: “Don't leave petrol
sitting in the tank for weeks on end, or better still go fishing more often!”

OK, joke time.
Mummy, mummy, why am I running around in circles? Be quiet or I'll nail your other foot to
the floor.
What do you call a rice bubble that murders other rice bubbles? A cereal killer.Winnie
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The Cancer Society needs you
Every day, hundreds of people visit Auckland City Hospital for radiation treatment, chemotherapy or
both. Most of them have good support networks to help them get there and back, but some don’t.
For those people, the Cancer Society runs a volunteer driving service to make sure people get to
and from their treatment safely and promptly.
The need for this service is continually growing, and the Cancer Society is in desperate need of
more drivers.
Can you help? The commitment can be as large or small as you wish. Most people drive one return
trip a week, but some do more. Patients come from all over, but usually you would be driving
people from the West Auckland area. A contribution is available for petrol costs.
So if you want to perform a valuable and much-needed service for the community, meet interesting
people and visit bits of Auckland you have never seen before, call Jacqui or Gretchen at the Cancer
Society on 308 0496, or if you just want a chat, call Tony Bacon on 814 9860.

Community is what it’s all about. Community, what’s it all about?

If both this statement and the question resonate with you and you live in Parau, then why not
consider joining the Parau R&R Group! Once every few months, every year for years, a quiet
small group of ever-changing locals get together at somebody’s home, have a cuppa tea or a
glass of wine and talk about how to make Parau a better place to live.

We have a our lovely position in the foothills of the Waitakere Regional Park but we reckon
there’s things to do to improve our quality of life as a community. It would be great to enjoy
better walking access to the bush and beach - and for our kids to be able to roam more safely in
the outdoors like we all used to.

Traffic, our speed limit, the lack of good (or enough) pavements: We finally appear to be making
headway with AT - and that’s saying something!

If you have ideas on making life even better out here, now's your chance to have a crack!

Parau AGM 7pm, Monday 17th June at the Laingholm Baptist Church.
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022 059 3687
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HCRR MEMBER SURVEY
The HCRR Committee has been doing some soul searching in recent months about the needs of our
members, the role of the Committee, and where we should be focusing our energies.
To help us in our ongoing planning and decision making, we are running a survey of all HCRR members to
better understand your needs and hear what you think the Committee should be doing.
The survey will be run online, and a link to the survey website will be emailed to all HCRR members, and
promoted on our Facebook page. It can be completed either on a computer, smartphone or tablet.
For those who don’t have access to a computer or mobile device, we have included the survey as a form on
the opposite page here in the Roundabout. HCRR members can fill this out and post back to us via the Huia
Hall address at the bottom of the page.
The questions are designed to gather new ideas and priorities, so don’t hold back in your answers! We
welcome all thoughts and suggestions be put on the table, as we don’t know what is possible unless you
share your ideas first!
In questions where you are asked for suggestions, write in the items you want in priority order, with your top
priority at number 1 and working down to lower priority items.
 (To be clear, whenever the questions mention the HCRR, we mean the Association as a whole, not just the
Committee.)
We look forward to your feedback!

Meanwhile… the Huia Hall hosts a number of weekly events, including:
� Keep Fit classes (Mon & Thur from 7pm-8.30pm)
� The Wednesday Bowls Club (from 7pm)
� A Friday playgroup running from 9.30am – 12pm

    Remember, if you haven’t checked out the Facebook page for the Huia
Community Hall lately, we encourage you to do so:
https://www.facebook.com/huiacommunityhall/. There are some great
pictures up there that show a usual set-up for the Hall.  To make a booking,
email bookinghuiahall@gmail.com, or you can call on 021 142 0563, which
will be answered by either Aly Crone or Esme Scott.

Peter Dix, (Chairperson, HCRR Committee)

Thanks for being a valued part of this community and we look forward to keeping in touch.
Nau mai, haere mai! The Huia & Cornwallis Ratepayers & Residents Committee
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HCRR MEMBER SURVEY

(Only Huia-Cornwallis Ratepayers & Residents members need complete)

What would you like the HCRR to be doing? What should be the Association’s focus?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

In what ways can the Huia Hall generate revenue? Or the HCRR as a whole?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

How is the Huia Hall important to you? Why do you think we need a hall?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

How do you think HCRR members should contribute to the running of the Association?

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

How often do you visit the Huia Hall in a year? (An estimate is fine.) ______________

What types of events do you attend, or are most likely to attend, at the Huia Hall? (eg. Private functions,
Bowls, Fitness, AGM, etc.) Please list in priority order.

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Would you be willing to give 1 or 2 hours over the course of 12 months to help out with HCRR activities?
(Please circle) YES / NO / MAYBE (depending what’s needed)

Do you think the HCRR annual subscription fee of $10 a year is fair? If not, what do you think it should be?

 ____________________________________________________________

You may be aware that we have a Business Sponsorship Board at the Hall, which is a small revenue
generator for hall maintenance. Local businesses can promote themselves with a sign or advertisement on
the Business Board, which will then remain there all year, to be seen by people attending the hall events. It
costs just $5 per week for an advertisement (about the same cost as 1 cup of coffee!) Would you or your
business be interested in taking up a Sponsorship Space, or do you know a business that may be interested?
If so, please let us know the details here!

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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Amanda Hoo kham - Kraft

www.regenesisdesign.com

021 285 4100
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Michael  Allen

Month of the Winter Solstice! The days can get no shorter than June days. But still, it feels more like
Autumn than winter, although the pretty coloured leaves are now being blown into mulch. Down by the
coast, frosts are rare so many of our garden plants actually come into flower. (This year, I even have
tomato plants flowering!) So overall, wet autumn seamlessly slides into wet spring in our area, with just
an increase in rainfall, reduced temperatures and an increased growth of grass, ferns, lichen and moss to
mark the transition. If 2018 is anything to go by, the average 24 hour temperature in June will be about
13°C with a minimum of 4.8°C for the month but a maximum of maybe 21°C.
Overall, however, expect about 23 rainy days with maybe 170 mm of rain, and maybe 10 dry days
yielding, overall, 180 hours of sunshine. Of course, nights still get longer as the hours of daylight slowly
diminish. The sun rises just a tad later and sets a smidgen earlier than it did even yesterday — until 21st

June — the Winter Solstice when the southern hemisphere of our favourite planet gets its shortest day of
the year. And then we merrily spin back towards summer! But such is the inertia and size of the system,
we won’t actually notice it for a month or so! June in our area, is usually just an even cooler, wetter
version of May when we begin to notice the smell of wood-smoke on the air as more household fires
get lit. Log fires? Toasted marshmallows? Mulled wine? Curtains drawn to make the house snug . . . .
Drains blocked by all those wretched leaves!

And for all you Nice People with photo-voltaic panels on the roof, if my records are anything to go by,
peak solar energy levels received each day in June 2018 fell from about 450W/m² to less than 200W/m²
as the month progressed. On quite few days, the cloud cover kept even the peak value to less than
100W/m². You could need at least ten m² of panels just to power the electric blanket!

JUNE WEATHER NOTES

Huia Fitness Club
Hi there all you closet fitness folk. " Come out" and get yourselves down to our fitness classes at Huia Hall,
Mondays and Thursdays 7 pm.

We cater for all ages and fitness levels for both men and women, and the benefits therof will amaze you. You
will become revitalised, energised and regain your youthful exuberance
( assuming you've lost it ).

We vary the programme a bit. Monday streching and yoga, Thursday cadio, weights and ab work, and yogae

We also have a variety of activities you can work on, as you please. Swiss ball, wheel, weights, cycle machine,
skipping and even a hula hoop. It's all fun and excitement.

We recently bought some stretch bands, and I'd highly recommend them for resistance exercises and toning
up muscles that are getting a bit flabby. There's no end of exercises you can do with them, just let your mind
go wild! You can get them from K mart at a resonable price.

So there you are lads and lasses, leave your screens, get your lycra on, and come and join us. First session is
free to see if its for you, then $ 3 a pop after that.

Cheers, see you there
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Huia indoor bowls  and social club meet at the Huia Hall, 1253 Huia Road, on Wednesday nights
7.15 to 9.30. All welcome, $20 annual fees and $3 per player per night. First night — no cost!

Having been playing now for 18 months, the request to have my say in the Roundabout was
finally answered.

The jovial way in which we play each night is only part of the charm of Indoor Bowling. The witty
one-liners during games, to the debate of temperatures to set the heat pump at (I still say ‘Air
Conditioning’, as the temperature some want makes a visit to the Gobi Desert look inviting and
cooler, in my opinion)

Two games are followed by a cup of tea and a slice of cake or a biscuit (frequently home-baked)
then it's back to the mats for a final game.

Although the game is closely related in principal to lawn bowls, the unique twists either in
scoring or the variations of the timber floors, make all players equal and gives rise to some
interesting local references when the ball goes off the mat, such as its “Heading for Whatipu!” or
maybe Cornwallis etc.

Some weeks back, many local bowlers attended the funeral for Esma Torckler held in Wellsford.
Our condolences to Keith and family. Esma and Keith, previously from Cornwallis, were great
bowlers and very generous with Keith's wonderful jewellery carvings for our raffles and end of
year prize-giving functions as well as Esma's baking on many occasions. Esma will be sadly
missed by so many.

So come along and try your hand.  One of our recent newcomers, Leo turned up for his second
night stating he really enjoyed the game and the company of the bowlers.

HUIA INDOOR BOWLING
and Social Club

PRESIDENT: PETER RIEM 811 8036

Meet by 14 Western Rd for 2 hours of weeding
Sunday July 7th at 1 pm and Monday July 8th at 10 am

 Sunday session will include water quality testing of the Laing Stream
 and planting native plants around the stream

Bring food to share afterwards!

Pest  Free Laingholm

Len Gillman   021 818 950 Len.gillman@aut.ac.nz
            Doreen Sunman  021 143 2388

Monthly weeding bees
Join us and be a weed warrior in Laingholm!

Paul W ASHLEY
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LITTLE SPACE BIG HEART

DRESSMAKER

DESIGNER AND
VINTAGE RECYCLED CLOTHING

OPEN Friday and Saturday 10am - 4pm

1 VICTORY ROAD LAINGHOLM

PHONE: 021 0286 6865



- 44 -       Published by the Management Committee for the Roundabout Society

 Hospital Transport
St John West Auckland Dedicates Second Free Health
Shuttle
St John West Auckland Area Committee formally commissioned
their second Health Shuttle at a Dedication Service on Sat 4 th
May. Originally planned for introduction in 2018, circumstances
beyond the committee’s control meant a lengthy delay in the
acquisition and commissioning of this vehicle.

Health Shuttle Team Leader, Lindsay Roberts, said that nationally
St John is moving towards VW vehicles for their expanding fleet of
Health Shuttles, and the West Auckland VW Crafter has been
developed as the prototype going forward for St John wheelchair
capable shuttles.

“One shuttle will continue to be based at the St John Western
Ambulance Station on Edmonton Rd. with this new vehicle based
at the New Lynn Ambulance Station,” says Lindsay. “This will
enable improved coverage of our existing area, as well as
extending door to door coverage to Waima,Woodlands Park,
&amp; Laingholm, and

the rapidly growing precincts of Whenuapai and Hobsonville”.

Area Committee Chair, Chris Wilkins, acknowledged that the
purchase and fit-out of the new vehicle was only made possible by
significant funding from The Trusts Million Dollar Mission 2017,
with additional support from Ray White (Austar Realty) and the
Delaney Family Trust.

Extra volunteer drivers have been recruited and trained over the
past year, including several Laingholm & Titirangi residents,
enabling a full roster for both vehicles to operate. Since 2006 St John West Auckland has operated a free
Health Shuttle service that transports patients (including wheelchair patients) to and from pre-arranged
appointments at Waitakere Hospital as well as Medical Centres, Physiotherapy and Radiology Clinics, Dental
and Specialist appointments, and minor surgery.

“Although run as a free community service, donations are appreciated to help cover operating costs. The
service runs throughout the year, and patients can feel reassured knowing all volunteer drivers are first aid
trained, driver competency assessed by St John, and Police screened,” adds Lindsay.

The St John West Auckland Area Committee funds the activities of some 400 local St John volunteers across
the following areas:
Health Shuttles, Youth Programmes, Friends of the Emergency Dept.,Cring Callers, Events Volunteers, St. John
Henderson Op Shop.

Health Shuttle bookings are accepted for appointments commencing between 9.30am and 1.15pm,
Monday through Friday. Return journeys generally not available after 2.30pm.

Patients are contacted the evening prior and advised of their pickup time for the next day.
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Waitakere Forest & Bird Talk
Thursday 7:30pm June 20th

For further information ph Liz 0274 762732 lizanstey@hotmail.com
Venue: Kelston Community Centre, cnr Awaroa/Great North Rd.

Non members welcome, join us for supper afterwards.
Koha appreciated to cover hall hire.

Todd Landers
Auckland Council’s commitment to seabird recovery:

the first regional seabird monitoring and restoration programme

Free & all welcome!

Todd Landers is a scientist at Auckland Council’s Research and Evaluation Unit (RIMU), where he works
on a variety of animal ecology research and monitoring projects including the regional Terrestrial
Biodiversity Monitoring Programme. His background is in behavioural ecology and conservation, with a
focus on seabirds. He’ll be discussing the long road to setting up New Zealand’s first local government
regional seabird and shorebird monitoring and restoration programme, which is part of Auckland
Council’s new Natural Environment Targeted Rate (NETR) funding. This programme aims to understand
where seabirds are, their population health, what key threats exist, and what management actions can
be taken so as to improve the conservation status of Auckland’s seabirds. Todd will tell this positive
seabird story including a variety of examples of seabird and shorebird projects he’s been involved with
such as researching seabirds on a number of Hauraki Gulf Islands to monitoring the return of seabirds to
Auckland’s mainland in the Waitākere Ranges.

Possums are classified as a pest in New Zealand
By trapping this pest, you protect the trees and help save our birds

If you are new to the area, we can teach you how to set a Timms Trap

Possums will eat all your garden vegetables
They could be living in your roof or shed

Possums are active at night and you may hear a coarse cough

PHONE:  JUNE  817 8315  OR  LINDA  817 4338
$40 to purchase a Timms Trap

      We are open weekends

           Email:   op.possumblitz@hotmail.com
This is a voluntary project, supported by

Bio-security, Auckland Council
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PHONE 817 6486
PHONE 817 6486

Independent Distributor

QUALITY                            PRODUCTS

Doreen Sunman
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Walking Waitakere and Beyond
Adventure at your back

door …
The next walk is -

Wed 26th June

Muriwai Beach:
A level walk along a windswept beach.

Meet: Outside the café, Muriwai Beach.

Grade:Easy but in soft sand

Time: 9.50 am.
Only $5 per walk
To register,  email:  kaylindley@xtra.co.nz

CLOTHING ALTERATIONS
Ladies, Mens, Mending, Repairs, 40 years

experience.
Anything considered.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

EARN EXTRA INCOME
By leasing your land long term in Parau or upper
Laingholm.

Our family of two adults and one child need a
15m x 15m site to put two modern styled tiny
Homes onto. Easy access is a must, power, water
and waste outlet are preferable, but we can
build more self-sufficient homes. We also have
excellent references, and we would be great
caretakers of your property.

Phone Margaret 0274498148

MATURE MALE SEEKS ACCOMMODATION

Prefer self-contained, free standing, 1brm
accommodation in the Laingholm area. Of
quiet demeanour, clean and tidy, honest,
trustworthy and reliable. Happy to pay up to
$200 a week. Lots of gardening, painting and
general grounds-man experience so would
also work for reduced rent. Fantastic personal
references.
Pls phone or txt 021-032-2116

MATURE FEMALE SEEKS HOUSE-SITTING
opportunities Huia - Titirangi. Great refs

COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD
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COMMUNITY NOTICE BOARD

EMERGENCY: Police, Fire, Ambulance 111
COMMUNITY CONSTABLE 817 0040
HENDERSON POLICE STATION 839 0600
LAINGHOLM FIRE STATION 817 5475
HUIA FIRE STATION 811 8885
ELECTRICAL FAULTS  0508 832 867
WATERCARE  442 2222
AUCKLAND COUNCIL 301 0101

TITIRANGI MEDICAL CENTRE  817 8069
HEALTH NEW LYNN  827 8888
INTEGRATED MEDICAL CENTRE 817 6772
TITIRANGI HERBAL DISPENSARY 817 7102
MEALS ON WHEELS   828 5812
VILLAGE DENTAL CARE  817 8012
TOUGHLOVE GROUP  624 4364
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS 0508 425266

LAINGHOLM PRIMARY SCHOOL 817 8874
TITIRANGI RUDOLF STEINER SCHOOL 817 4386

LAINGHOLM KINDERGARTEN 817 4372
LAINGHOLM PLAYCENTRE 817 3489
LAINGHOLM BREAKFAST CLUB 817 4886
WOODLANDS PARK BREAKFAST
CLUB

817 6922

LAINGHOLM AFTERSCHOOL CARE 390 8828

LAINGHOLM BAPTIST CHURCH 817 4323
CITIZEN’S ADVICE BUREAU 0800 367 222

818 8634

CARL HARDING 811 8672
DAVE LAWRENCE 817 7026
UNA RYAN, Marriage Celebrant 811 8840
TED TURNER, (by appointment) 817 3073

SERVICES

HEALTH & WELL-BEING

EDUCATION

COUNSELLING

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

QSM, Funeral Celebrant

SHUTTLES
For bookings, phone the St John

direct shuttle line on 0800 925 2672
and ask for

‘West Auckland Health Shuttle
bookings’.

WOODLANDS PARK SCHOOL HALL
Phone 817 5140

LOOKING FOR A SPACE TO USE?
Beautiful facilities for hire. Laingholm Primary
School Hall and Community Room are
available for private or community group use.
Community Room is $15 per Hour and the Hall
is $40 per hour.
Use of kitchen $8 per hour.
Phone School Office 817 8874

LAINGHOLM VILLAGE HALL
Refurbished and refreshed after a long closure
is now available for hire.
For details phone 817 9175

HUIA HALL FOR RENT
Lovely environment, easy parking, reasonable
rates. Accommodates 100.
Contact: Huia Hall Managers 021 142 0563
or Email: bookinghuiahall@gmail.com

FOSTER BAY HALL FOR HIRE
The Huia Fishing and Family Club,
48 Foster Bay Avenue.

HALLS FOR HIRE

See
Page
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